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WHEREIN 


Their ſeeming Oppoſition is recon- 
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_ 4. 28. For to do whatſoever thy band and 
thy Counſel determined before to be done. 

Phil. 2. 12, 13. Werk out your own Sal- 
uation with fear and trembling, For it is God 
which worketh in you both to will and to flo of 
his gcod plea ſure, 

Deut. 30. 1 9. [ have ſet before you Liſe and Death, 
— Bleſſing and Curfing ; therefore choole Life, 8c. 
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F in the Peruſal of this ſmall Traf, 
the Reader finds but ſmall Satisfaition, 
I hope he will not much wonder at it, 
when he remembers, that Larger Vo- 
lumes, and even Learned Ones too, in Mat- . 
ters eſpecially of this Nature, do not always 
anſwer Expeftation. . I pretend to no greas 

ſhare of Learning, nor any large meaſure 
of Acute Tudgment ; only I am naturally 
diſpos'd to Thinking and Conſideration, and 

#pon the Occaſion mentioned at the Entrance 
of the Enſuing Diſcourſe, which is no fifti- 
tious Pretence, but a thing , that did really 
_— about two years #goe, 1 took a Fancy 
to ſe 


t down my thoughts upon this abſtruſe 
Subjeft. Some few that have ſeen it in Mas 
nuſcript, have thaught it to be tollerable 
Senſe, and might perhaps be a further Oc+ 
caſion to ſome Man of better Parts to 
[peak more clearly to the Point, for whigh 
cauſe I am not unwilling to permit ts Pub- 
lication ;, for I believe the Subjeft has not 
. been hitherta exhauſted; and I deſire nothing 
more than to be ont-done, or even confuted, by 


any ons that can make things more coherent, 
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and better vindicate the Divine Attributes. 


In the meah time, * I have met with a 


Curious Diſcoarſe concertiing things above | 
Reaſon, amongſt which the Subje@ here treat- | 


ed of, is mention'd as one ;, by which 1 pey- 
ceive, that this Eſſay of mine 1s not imper- 
tinent, tho' perhaps it" may be ineffe&nal, 
and come far ſhert of the Deſign. For how 


- ran an Unlearned Head ( by never ſo much | 
thinking ) think.to bring that under Reaſon, 


which ſo great ©a' Wit hath ranked among 
things above it ? So that the importance of 
the Attempt will not ('/ fear ) account for 
the ill managenient of it : Yet its Innocency 
will ( I hope ) defend it from any heavy Cen- 
ſure. If 1 have not wholly ſubawd my. Pro- 
vince unto Reaſon, yet 1] have given it a kind 
of Negative Voice ; that is, tho? Reaſon can- 
not abſolutely*\command the Affirmative, it 


ſhall nevertheleſs ſo far rule the Opps/er, as to 


prevent his Negative. Some things muſt 
be granted, tho' perhaps not without diffi. 
cnlty, becauſe they cannot be deny'd without 
far greater Inconvemence. 

' ff it be ſaid, We cannot underſtand how 
any thing'can be certain, and yet contingent 
or how a voluntary Aftion can be foreſeen, 
which depends upon Free-choice, and that at 


i any 


*By a Fellow of the R. S. 


The Preface. 


any. time until it be effefted, may be either 
done or let alone. Let ſuch Perſons try 
how they can clear the Inconveniencies of 
an Ignorant and Imperfett Deity, which 
will lye hard upon them if they grant not Di- 
vine Preſcience. On the other ſide, let them 
ſee with what ſucceſs they can take away 
diſtributive Juſtice, and root ont the Noti-. 
on and Exiſtence of Good and Evil ; which 
rashk is of Neceſſity incumbent on them that 
deny Ann to bea Free Agent, If things 
to come be not foreſeen, nhat will ho—_ 
of Divine Providence ? If there. be not in 
Man a free Eletion, where ts ſin? for 
where there is no choice, how can any one 
chooſe amiſs ? To chaltiſe my Child for Diſ- 
obedience, would be all one 4s ta w 
Clock for going amiſs, ' Either oP br, 
mighty foreſees svings future, or he cannot 
be G od : Either Man ts a voluntary Agent, 
or he cannot be Man, If theſe things there- 
fore will not ſt and together, Reaſon it ſelf may 
ſeem impertinent, and ts dere a Concluſions 
altogether uſeleſs : For, to what purpoſe is 
Diſcourſe or Ratiocination, when ether there 
can be no Tranſgreſſion, or none to take No. - 
tice of it, and peniſh u ? 

Theſe are the inconventencies which men 
run the haza"d of in this matter : For rather 
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than admit one apparent difficulty, which con- 
fifts perhaps only in the narrowneſs of humane 


under ft anding,they chooſe to fill the World with | 


ContraditHon and Abſurdiry. Some will ven- 
ture to mix Heaven and Earth together, un- 
der a State of War and Rapine, without any 
. ſenſe of Divine Authority ro Ame Rebellious 


CE ee 


Aankind ; and others will attempt to turn ' 


God out of the World, becauſe they cannot 
comprehend his Perfeitions and Operations. 
But ſurely it is not adviſable to Caſhier 
every thing that puts a ſireſs upon our 
limitted Faculties, nor run down all thoſe 
things for falſe, which conſiſt not well with 
what we apprehend to be true, To which purs 
pe the Diſcourſe above mentioned contains 
x parcel of the Nobleſt Inſtances, apply'd and 
manag'd with the greateſt Clearneſs, and to 
the bigheſ> Ends and Advantage, of any 
Book ] have hitherto met with. From thence 
1 gladly learn, that there are certain Pri- 
wvilede'd Things, which mill by no means 
Poop to Common Reaſon, nor accommoaate 
themſelves to thoſe Rules and Meaſures which 
are ſufficient for other Matters. Not but that 
there is a peculiar ſort of Reaſon in theſe alſo; 
for tho' they are above my Reaſon to apprehend 
them fully, yet I apprehend very good Reaſon 
why they ſhould be ſo. For, either my Capacity 
PP 
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# bounged, or it is not ;, if it be, "tis ſureto be 
over-power d in graſping an unlimited thing ; 
if not, it muſt then be infinite: And ſince [ 
know many Capacities about the ſame Level 


' with mine own, and not a few incomparably 


greater, it muſt follow, that, not only a mul-- 
titude of infinites are conſiſtent, but a Num- 
ber alſo of Capacities, each of which is more 


' than infinite; which Concluſion [ think is more . 


than ſufficiently abſurd. Beſides, ſince God 
cannot do what w inconſiſtent, or involves: 
a Contradiftion, be could not create a Power 
or Faculty, comprehenſive of his own Perfe- 
flions ; for that could be no leſs than infinite. 
he cannot parcel ont hu peculiar Attributes 
unto his Creatures ; for that would imply @- 
contradiftion. Wherefore the moſt ſhallow- 
Reaſon may conclude, there muſt of neceſſuy- 
be thoſe things, which the moſt refined Wit- 
cannot adequately comprehend, | 

And this 1s ſo, not only in reference to the 
Divine Perfettions, but in things alſo of #: 


| lower Nature, of which it may not be impro- 
' per to inſert one inſt ance in this place, mwhere- 


by an undeniable Truth will appear tobe at= 
tended with unaccountable difficulty, For 
the Enſning Diſcourſe pretends not to anſwer - 
all the Cavils that may be made againſt 4 
Meridian Truth, ( which yet like the Sun it 
A 4. felf ) 
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16 ) bath ſome Obſcurities ;, much leſs doth 
zt undertake to make men ſee, who are ether 
6:ind or ſnut their Eyes, But whe defign of it 
is, to aſſert from the Scriptures, the Truth 
ef Divine Preſcience, and of voluntary Ele. 
Eon ; toevince the neceſſity of aamitting th.m 
both ; ts accommodate the ſeeming Oppoſition, 
and to point. out ſome of thoſe unconcluding 
 Argunicnts, that miſlead Altn to apprebind 
an imconfijtence where there 15 none. But 
caſe I bave not performed this with ſi:ficient 
Strength and Ciearneſs of Expreſſion, ut will 
not be forreien tothe matter wn hand, to ſhew 
by an inſt ance, that ſomethings may not only 
be true, but are almoſt univerſally acknow- 
ledg*d, mhich yet how they can be ſo, is inſu- 
perably hard to be conceived. 

: And this ſhall be an inſt ance which doth fre- 

wently occur to every one that us con'ver ſant 
about Decimal Numbers : Scarce any good 
Accomptant but underſt ands, no learned man 
but will acknowledge the force of it. For you 
7may have a ſmall frailion, ſuppoſe of a farth- 
ing,or of a barley corn, not worth demanding, | 
which yet cannot be deny*d to be infinitely Di- 
viſible ; inſomuch, that going about to find 
ſome determinate part of ſuch a frattion, as 
+, 4, or the like, you may indeed divide it ac- 
cording te Decimal Arubmetick, and you ſhall 


preſently 
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preſently come near the, truth, and the further 
you continue your Diviſion, you ſhall [till come 
tne nearty ; But thou þ you Dirnae ut everlaſt- 

ingly, you ſhall never be able to get out entire- 
ly the part you aim at, but the Quotient will 
ſult be defettive, and ſomething will for ever 
remain of the Dividend, 

To make out this the more evidently, I pit 
the following Caſe for an Example : Seven 
Workmen are to receive for ſome prece of Work, 
205. to be equally 41vided amongſt. them; and 
ſuppeſing my ſelf to be one of the even, 1 de- 
mand my ſhare ; bit firſt I 4m to compute what 
24 comes to, Todo this, I make uſe of DeGi- 
mals, which in many Queſtions are very 8x+ 
peditious,and muca in uſe at this day,'It sx m 
more bat only to divide 20 by 7 :But-. 
ſince there is aremainaer, add.C '* 20h $,5 
phers to the Dividend, and ſo con. ©, — 
tinuing the Diviſion to four places, _56 
I find in the Quotient this mixt 5% 


| | 35 

Nun.ber, 2.8. 5.7. which comes 10 —7; 
25. 10d. 14. and ſomething more, as 
which is a ſolution exalt enough for £ 


common prat(lice. 

But this ts not all ; for there remains one of 
the Dividend, that 1s to ſay, one thoujanath 
part of a Shilling, and of this I demand ;;, to 
make up my full proportion of the 20 -- [ 
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there fill proceed to Divide, in order to get out 
my ſeventh part exallly, but I (hall never be 


able todo it ; no, though the Diviſion were to | 


be continued from Age to Age for one thok- 
ſand years, and after that for another, yet 
ffsllthe Quotient would be too little, and the 
Dividend mexhauſtible. 

In this plain and familiar QueStion, re- 
folv'd by Decimals, three things are evident, 


1. That ina few minutes time an anſmer may ' 


be given, tho' not exatt, yet ſufficiently true 
for common uſe ;, that 13 to ſay, in oy an bour 
at moſt, I may ſafely aver it, that ſo much is 
my full ſhare, withis leſs than one Millioneth 
part of a farthing ;, and yet at the ſame time, 
1 may be fworn, that the ſame is not my pro- 
portion exattly, +- 

2. Let me continue the Diviſion as far, and 
as long as Ipleaſe, I ſhall come nearer Ps 
nearer to the truth, and every new figure mthe 
Quotient, adds ſomething to my ſhare, which I 
had not before; it leſſens the Dividend and ap- 
proaches by various ( or rather infimte ) de- 
grees nearer to, Which u the proportion aim- 
ed at. But 

3. It cannever be accompliſht ; Myriads 
of Ages would not ſufficetodrain thus Fountain. 
You may ſuppoſe ( i{ you pleaſe ) the Quotient 
to be extended in Decimal Frattions,ac far as 

from 
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from the Artick to the Antartick Pole ; all 
that would not reach 4 true ſeventh part, tho' 
every figure ( 45 T ſaid ) advances ſomething 


tomards it. 

Let 1s now lay all this together, here 5s 4 
Mark tobe hit, as ſuppoſe ut were a Fack lying 
in a Bowling- Alley, you may aim at it, and 
preſently come akin an hair's breadth , your” 


' Bowl maybe ſtill in motion, and = moment 


come nearer to the Mark, and yet ſhall never 
touch it. 

Tis _ ein Arithmetick ſeems to con- 
clude xo leſs than th>ſe two other Noted Cu- 
rioſcties mGeometry, Concerning the Hyper- 
bole and Diagonal, and has « reſpeive Af- 
finity to them both. For whereas the Hyper- 
bole, may have ſuch a Relation to a right line 
drawn near it, that both being prolonged, it 
ſhall come nearer and nearer to the ſaid right 
Line; yet how far ſoever both lines be extend- 
ed, they ſball never meet ; thus #5 very nearly 
reſembled in the caſe before us. And whereas 
it is impoſſible to aſſign any common Meaſure 
for the Side and Diagonal of a Square, which 
ſhall exaitly meaſure them both, | will 
remain @ part of the one line, leſs than the ſaid 
common meaſure, after you have made that 
as little as you pleaſe : So here, it #5 impoſſible 


te exhauſt Decimal Numbers by ſevens, b.- 
cauſe 
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cauſe that 7. and 10. ( or any number conſiſt- 
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be pleaſe ) bethink bimſelf of better, and there- 
in he.may do a piece of ſervice,both uſeful and 
acceptable. But for any qne to confine the in- 
effable perfeftions of the Supreme Being to his 
onn faculties, 15 a piece of egregtous vanity, 
and an undertaking altogether deſperate. » 
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DISCOURSE 


Concerning 


GOD' Foreknowledge, | 


N D 


A 
Man's * Free Agency. 


Happened a while ago, to be preſent 

at a Diſcoutſe between two Gentle- 
men, concerning the fatal Period of 
Man's Life, or the fixed certainty of 
Future Events : The-..one. affirming it, 
from the conſideration of God's Fore- 
knowledge; the other denying it, from 
the evident certainty of Man's Free-will. 
The former urged; what God Foreſees, 
cannot but come to pals; the latter plead- 
ed, Man cannot choole, nor refuſe, the 
doing of that, which is certain to be done, 
] chought there was truth in: what they 
both grounded their Arguments upon, bur 
certain inferences, pretended to be drawn 
from- thence, which this Diſcourſe pro- 
duced 
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duced, I could by no means approve of, 


I did therefore interpole a little for an ac- 
commodation , but with {o ill ſuccels, | 
that I have a ming to try, if I can do any | 


better in this Paper, Not that | will pre. | 


lume to moderate betwixt two Perſons, | 


each of them better Learned, and of far 


reater Abilities than s ſelf. ' But fince 


their Diſcourſe hath ſo fix'd the SubjeRt 


in my mind, that I cannot eafily remove | 


it, I will only attempt to clear the Notion 
a little to my own Apprehenſion, by ſetting 
my thoughts in ſome kind of order in 
reference to this matter. | ſhall therefore 
endeavour theſe three things. 

1, To aſflert from Scripture, that God 
foreſees future Events ; and that neverthe. 
leſs, Manis a free and voluntary Agent. 

2. To ſhew, how thele two things a- 
Sree together ; and deteCt the fallacy of 


thoſe Reaſonings that repreſent them in. 


conſiſtent. 

3. To anſwer ſome of thoſe ObjeCtions, 
that are wont to qccur in this Debate. 

[ begin with the firſt, and eafieft part of 
my Task, namely, to aflert God's Fere- 


knowledge, and Man's Free-will, out of the 


Scriptures. Theſe are indeed two ſeveral 


ſubjects, and might challenge each of 


them 


 O— 
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: them a diſtint Head of Diicourle : yet [ 


rathcr choſe to manage them both in one, 


| by linking Scriptures together in ſuch ſort, 


| 


' that of each couple, the one ſhall make 


'| out Divine Preſcience, and the other Hy. 


mane Freedom ; and being confider*d to- 
gether, ſhall evince, that both theſe have 


' oft-times been converlant about the ſame 
| particular event ; that is, one Text ſhall 


prove God's Fore-knowledge of, and ano- 
ther ſhall] evidence Mans Freedom 57, 
doing or refuling the fame individual 
Action. 

But ſirſt, that ] may clear my way as much 
as I can, 1 muſt explainthe Terms, or give 
ſome account, at leaſt, how I a 
them. Some indeed except againſt the 
word Preſcience, and tell us, that God 
doth not properly fore-lee any thing, ſince 
he beholdeth all things as preſent ; but 
this I count js Criticiſm without Neceſh. 
ty; for the word is frequently uſed, as 'tis 
taken in this Diſcourſe, and is proper e- 
nough with reſpect unto us, and to ſuch 
things as are not yet in being. What ſhall 
be a thouſand years hence, is indeed po- 
tentially in God, but not yet aCtuall 
exiſtent : So that his knowledge of ſuc 
things, is not unfitly called Preicience, as 

allo 


4 Of G:d's Foreknowleape, 
alſo the refpect and conſideration of tome- 
what thar is diitant, is called Providence, 
Now as God's Omnipotence did vertually 
comprehend from Eternity, all the Crea- 
cares' that were to be produced in Time ; 
So: his Omnilcience pives him an entire 
View and Proſpect of all their Actions- 


.They cannor act but by a Power derived | 


from him ; how then ſhould they do any 


thing unknown to him ? He knows what | 
himlelf will bring to paſs in-ſpite of all 


oppoſition; and he knows what Latirude 


he will allow his Creatures in their Actions, | 
Since therefore God Almighty knows his | 
own Will, and ſince Nothing can ever : 


come to pals without his Will, either po- 
ſirive or permiſſive; it mult follow, that 


he ſees and knows all things and events, | 


which are to come, and not yet actually 
exiſtent, with equal certainty as if they 


were preſent, And this is what | mean by | 


Divine Prelcience, 


I muſt now fix my Notion of Free-will,. | 


and herein I ſhall carefully avoid all School 


Controverſies about it, or about Com- | 
mon and Efficacious Grace: As allo thoſe | 


Dominican Fancies about a thing they call 
* Next Power, which 1s next to none, 


and | 


Prov. Letters. 


— 
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| avd: Sufficient Grace, which ſome think 
| alcogether inſufficient. Thele and ſuch like 
aw 2 | leave to be beaten into Atoms 
between the Jeluites and Janleniſts. 
And whereas ſome contend, that it is in- 
| every Mars power.to do what the. Goſpel 
| enjoyns-:- For ſhould God require of any. 
| man what is impoſlible to be done by him,.. 
| he mult needs appear to be a hard Maſter.. 
Others deny. that any man can, or ever: 
will eff=&tually believe and repent without 
{pecial Grace, which wherever it comes, , 
makes a thorow work of Converſion in- 
' the heart, and therefore can never be loſt,, 
' nor. the perſon in whom it is finally mile 
carry. 
Others again ſay,. there is a ſufficiency of- 
Grace, which with pious. endeavaurs will 
| bring a Man ta happinetfs, yet under a poſ- 
| libility of Apoſtatizing, in which caſe God 
may and doth ſometimes relinquiſh. the: 
{ Perlon td final Deſtruction. 
| And others, to. name no more, fay,. 
|. there is a Common Grace, or Univerſal 
| Talent given to all Men,. which tho' of it: 
ſelf, it is by no means ſufficient, yet up- 
on 3 conſcientious. improvement thereof, 
with earneſt Prayer for further .daily Sug» 
plics, it, will pleaſe. God .ta beſtow lucha. 
3 R. Nealire,, 
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Meaſure, as ſhall be ſufficient to Salva. 
tion; whilſt thoſe who were intruſt 


with the ſame ſtock, having laid itup in a] | 


Napkin, are through their own Default 
utterly ruin'd, Yet they add withal, that 
there are a certain Number, more pecu- 
liarly called the Ele&, whom Efficacious 


- Grace does ſeize upon, ſome in a high! 


Carreer of Wickednelſs, others ar firſt! 
even againſt their Will, tho? in the day of 
Gods Almighty Power, they become a 
willing People, to that degree, that they 
defire nothing more than to lay out their! 
lives, to ſpend and be ſpent ( as St. Paul 
faid ) for the advancement of that Grace 
atid Truth whereby they are ſubdu'd and 

urified : But theſe (they ſay) are not the 

ale and Meaſure of God's dealing with 
Mankind in general, but are to be look't 
vpon, as certain high and noble Inſtances 
of the Freeneſs and Efficacy of Divine! 
Grace, and of God's exerciſing an AE 
mighty Prerogative in chooſing a Raging 
Perſecutor, or fome Atheiftical De au-! 
chee, to be made a peculiar Favorite and! 
choſen Veffel to himſelf. 

Whereas (Ifay) there are theſe ( and 
perhaps ſome other ) Opinions, that are 
wont to fall unger conſideration, m—_— 

"> 
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| buſineſs of Free-will is in debate; I ſhall 
not trouble my ſelf ro determine whicttis. 
a! beſt, nor is it material to my defign : 'Tis not: 
impoſſible, but with a:due Reſpect unto, 
Perſons, Times and Circumſtances, there- 
.} may be ſomething of Truth in them all, and; 
s each of them perhaps may be good or-bad, 
h/ according as 'tis manag?d. Truth andEr- . 
} rour 1 look upon as Gold and Droſs : The 
f one is a pure and ſplendid thing, but may 
a be aduſterated or abuſed, and ſeldom: is. 
/, without alloy ; the other, tho' baſe and. 
x] ignoble, contains for the moſt part ſome- 
/| thing of true mettal, if duly ſeparated! 
fromthe reſt. | | 
| Thisonly( under ſubmiſſion ) I ſhall ad-- 
| venture to ſay as my own preſent thoughts: 
1 about this matter, and fo proceed; name- 
| ly, that moſt men, however under a ſtate 
| of Nature, may do much moral good,, 
/ which ſhall not paſs unrewarded, and lome- 
' thing too (for ought they can know:to the- 
; Contrary ) towards acceptance with God. 
| Thar many menthrough the'Divine Good+. 
' neſs. ſhall. be ſaved, that neither: know, 
punQually the time 'of* their. Converſion, . 
nor certainly whether they. be converted: 
or not. . Fhat few there are who attain-to+ 
that compleat. aſoraee; as to. ſavſhe at: 


: 
$ 
| 
\ 
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all times, all manner of Dubitation, That | 
it is. all mens duty to ſeek that they may 
find, -and to wait upon God in the uſe of 
thoſe means appointed by him in his word ; 
and we have his promite for ſuccels. And, 
that no man can truly ſlay now, or ſhall be 
adle to plead at the laſt day, that he hath 
uted his urmoſt endeavours, and fonnd | 
them unſucceſsful. Thele and the like can. | 
iderations may be ground enough for | 
men to be doing good at preſent, and for 
their Relyance upon the Goodnels of God. 
ſor the future. But on the other hand, 


— O_— 


fince there is a {piritual as well as a fleſhly | 


Wickedneſs, and Satan is transform'd 
ſometimes into-an Angel of Light, and 
leſt Man ſhould be lifred up with an ap- 
prehenlion. of certain fine things that he. 


can do ; let him remember, that 'tis God | 
who warketh in him both to will and to. 


do of his good pleafure ; that of himſelf 
ke-can do nothing, and that all his righ- 
ticoulnels is but filthy raggs. And this will 
help t raiſe him atthe Center between. the 
ES of ſginting and  prefuming, 
and will. diſcaver. a neceſſity of an humble 
attendance at the: Throne of Grace, that 
God would ſupply unto him thole Divine 
Aids, and Sjiricual Powers, by which he 

may 


| 
"os 


_ —” 
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t may be enabled to crcounter oppoſition, 
| and find acceprance in Chriſt Jelus. 


And herein perhaps may conſiſt the nar- 


| rownels of the way that leads to life. For 


one man, {uppoling he ca do nothing ac- 
ceptable to God, retolves to take his eale, 
until the Spirit, that Wind which blow- 


 eth whereit liſt, breath upon him ; ano- 


ther thinks he is able and willing, to do all 
that God requires; he admires his own 
go0d husbandry in the improvement of his 
Talcnt, and thanks God, he is not like 0- 
ther men. Now the way lying in the middle 
berwixt theſe Extremities, the leaſt ſtep 
towards a Carnal Liberty one the one hand, 
or a Phaniſaical Righteouſneſs on the 0+ 
ther, muſt needs be a deviation from the 
1ight path, as this collateral Dilcourle is a 
Gigrefhon from what | intend. - But Il now 
return, and Go lay, that let men eſtablith 
what DoCtrive they pleale concerning 
Grace, it will not impoxt the matter in 
band, fince I ſhall confine my Notion of 
Free- Will to thole things that are on: all 
hands; acknowledged to be within Man's 
power, ſuppoſing only the ordinary con- 
Ccurrence of God's providence thereunto. 

[ conſider then, that Man above other 
Creatures hath knowledge to judge and 


diſtin- 
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diſtinguiſh of things commodious or iy Che 


convenient, beneficial or noxious to him, | Cre 
in the concerns of his Life ; and it would be} Na 
a ſtrange Solzciſm in Nature, if he had net} tho 
the Liberty of chooſing the one, and re-| $9 
fufing the other. Whar doth it advantage | js, 
a Man, to know the difference between a | iſt 
| Sheep and a Wolf, if he want the Power | ths 


or the Will, to make a benefit of the one, | 


and avoid the miſchief ofthe other? Nayl | 1y, 
do not ſee, but this might render Man of | pt 
all Creatures moſt miſerable, ſince his | to 


knowledge of Good could be no other to., 


him than Gall and Bitterneſs.; whilſt he | yi 


finds himſelf fatally carried on to Evil. And ' 
ſuppoſe he had been always predetermined 
to Good, his knowledge of Evil then had. 
been in vain, or rather indeed it had been | 
impoſſible ; ſince Man could not have come 
ro the knowledge of Evil, but by doing it. | 
Ange what could- Man under a neceſſity of: 
always doing good, fſignifie, more than a- | 
ood Watch ? which'tho' it moves regu- 
| >rof yet is it altogether- involuntary, ' 
cannot do otherwiſe, knows. not - that it. | 
moves at all; and: conſequently is inca- 
pable of Praiſe or Encouragement, Reward 
or Puniſhment. Thus if we-take away 
from Man his Faculties of Judging and. 
j Choking, ; - 
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Choofing, we make the Lord of the 
Creation the moſt contemptible thing in 
Nature, and put him under the Feet of 
thoſe Brutes he was made to rule over. 
So that without voluntary Agency, that 
is, Without a Will and the proper Exer- 


; Ciſe thereof, Man becomes little better 


than a Senſleſs Machine, ; 
But now on the contrary, we ſee plain- 


| ly, that, by the good Providence and Di- 


ſpoſal of Almighty God, men have power 


' to do many things, as namely, to culti- 


vate the Earth, to build Houles, to pro- 


: vide againſt Hunger and Cold, toeducate 


their Children, to exercile ſeveral Arts 
and Trades, for the Benefit of Humane Life, 
and to manape all theſe according to cer- 
tain Rules, Methods and Obſervations, 
ariſing partly from Experience, and part- 
ly from Mens conſulting one another. I 
ſay, in all theſe, and a thouſand more par- 
ticulars, Men do confider and deliberate, 
and then purſue their ſeveral Deſigns, 
ſome with greater, others with a leſſer 
ſhare of Prudence, but-each Imploying 
his Meaſure, and accordingly determining 

to chooſe this, and refuſe the other. 
In ſhorr, I conceive, that God having 
idued Man with an Underſtanding to. 
juoge, 


tinually. ſupplying him with power co a 


according to his Nature, he doth not or-|! 


dinarily over-power, or impel his Faculries, 
buc leaves him.to the free Ule and Exer. 
Cile thereof in things. within his proper 
Sphere. And this is what | mean by Free- 


will. Now I addreſs to my Province, | 
which is.to allert this, rogether with God's | 
Fore-knowledpe af furure Events from the 


Scriptures. 
The firit- pair. of Scriptures. that 1 im- 
ploy for this. Service, ſhall be out of Exo. 


ans, * where Moſes is appointed of God | 


to g0.unto Pharacb, ana ſay uno him, 
Let '114 00, we beſeech thee, into the Wilder 
eſs, &c. It 18.not ealily to be imagined, 
but that Pharaon had power to have grant- 


ed this Requelt at firit, and the very Re- | 
queſt ir telf doth ſtrongly imply a Liber- | 
ty of granting it. No good Maſter will | 


IEquire any thing of his ieaneſt Servant, 
with intention 50, puniſh him ſeverely for 


. not doing it, and yer fecretly contrive ' 
means to prevent and diſable him, that he ' 


cannot do it. To lay, that God thould.ſend 


Aoſes to make a requeſt unto Pharaoh, lay; | 


ing,. Let us go, We pray thee, that he ſhould 
deſtroy 


** * Chap. 3. 18. Chap. 2.19. 
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}.| deſtroy him at laſt for refuſing, and in the 
}| mean time ſhould bind up his heart by ſome 
.\ irreſiſtable influence, from all poſſibility of 
;,| granting it : This would not only excuſe 
.| Pharaoh from the guilt of (in, but make an 
r{ odious repreſentation of the Ever bleſſed 
,| God; asif his Wildom were exercis'd in 
laying ſnares for the innocent, and his pow+ 
; erin their deſtruction, Should a Writing- 
' Maſter guide his Scholars hand, to make a 

blot, or {ome ill Character, and then beat 
| him for ir, whereas being left to himſelf he 
. | would have done better, what could be 
thought of ſuch behaviour in a Maſter ? and 
how juſt would be the Scholar”s indignation 
againſt him ? 

The finfulneſs of an Action conſiſts in this, 
that it is voluntary, and againſt the Com- 
mand ; the nature of a voluntary action is, 
that 'tis done out of choice and deliberarion, 
when otherwile it might be forborn. Now, 
either Pharach ſinn'd in detaining the 
People, or he did not; ifnor, wherefore 
was he deſtroy'd ? * Shall not the Fnage of 
all the Earth do right ? If he did, he acted 
out of Choice, and conlequently he might 
have diſmiſſed the Iſraelites ſooner,if he had 
| Pleaſed, Hence it willalfo follow, that there 
= '#- could 
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could be no ſecret Influence, nor any prede.' |, 
termining Concourſe from God, to bind| ,;,, 
his Faculties, or take away his Free-agen.| q.. 
cy; only the Pride of his Heart, delſpiſing| ,,, 
God's Meflage to him, and his domineer.! ,,. 
ing Ambition to keepthe People in Slavery, 
Gig out-weigh (in his unjuſt Ballance ) che! yh 
other Motives he had to dilpenſe withthem,! yg 
 Andherein conliſteth the nature of Eleti-) per 
on, - that of two things propoled, wich Mo.! ge 
tives on either part, 'a man freely chooſeth! j11 
that which likes him beſt, in his preſent] yet 
Apprehenfion, tho' at the fame time ( if} gy 
he thought good ) he might choole the o-} Lee 
ther.. Thus did Pharaoh chooleto detain the! yh 
People, there's his Choice ; yet before ever fay 
the matter was propounded to him, God yiji 
himſelf ſays, * 1 am ſure he will not let you! fil 
go; here is Fore-knowlege : Therefore Di-| the 
vine Preſcience and Humane Liberty are} gn 
conſiſtent, and have been converſant about! gy 
the ſame imdividual Action. the 
Bat here an Objection may ariſe from the! the 
ſeventh Chapter, and the third verle, where! njz 
God ſays, + He will harden Pharaoh's heart *| nef 
From whence it might be ſuppoſed, that Th 
Pharash could not act voluntarily, nor be gt} 
faid'to have any real Freedom of Will, Ta the 
this I anſwer,? 2.1 
 *Exod. 3.19. Þf Exod. 7. 3. :3.4 "8 
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| 1. 1 will not deny, but that in conſidera- 
tion of Pharaoh's former Wickednels, in 


MN! dealing {o barbarouſly with the People of 1/- 
F! rael, God might forfake him, and give him 
T-! gver to hardneſs of Heart. But then, 


Y, 


ie: 


1, 


id [1 
[- 


2. 1 deny that this hardneſs of heart, by 
whomlſoever, or in what manner fo ever it 
was wrought, could deprive him of the Li- . 
berty of doing a Civil Act within his power. 
He might for ſome ſelf End, or with ſome 
ill deſign, have diſmiſſed the //-aelites, and 


| yet till have retained his hard heart; it was 


but a word ſpeaking, and the buſineſs had 


| been done. And it is obſervable, that 


while the ſmart was apon him, he could 
ſay, * I and my People are wicked ; and pro- 
miſed too, to let the 1/raelites go ; but 
ſtill, as he found reſpite, ( thinking perhaps 


*| the ſtorm was over ) he retracted. On the 


one hand, there was the danger of periſhing, 
or having at leaſt ) his Kingdom ruin'd by 
thole Judgments God ſent upon him : On 


' theother hand, there was the luſt of tyran. 


' nizing overan enſlaved People, and the be. 
| nefit of their Labours in making Brick. 
| Theſe two weights being oppoſed each to 


other in the Scales, ſometimes the one, and 


then preſently the other preponderates. And 
C 2 this 
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this purely is deliberation, the reſult where, pe: 
of is chooſing, and chooſing is the undoubt. mi; 
ed property of a free Agent. | hes 
3. Concerning the hardening of Pharaoh's) ret 
heart, the Apprehenſions of Learned Men| «th 
are different ; that which to me appears] jy 
the moſt reaſonable istothis effect, name.} ,, 
_ ly, that this induration is not to be unde:r-! ſel 
ſtood as any poſitive Act, or immediate| 7, 
Efficiency from God, whereby Pharaob"s' yn 
heart was made hard, ( much lets his Will «x 
Predetermin'd ) directly and properly, no w! 
more than it is to be underſtood that our: th 
Saviours coming was directly and properly; gr 
tofill the World with Difſentions, becaule wp, 
| he himſelf ſaith expreſly, that * Hecame th 
not to bring peace on the Earth, but rather, or 
diviſion. The primary intention of the} 1 
Golpel, no doubt, was Peace and Good| ol 
Wik towards men; but meeting with vari- 
ous tempers, and ſundry degrees of Cor-| G 
Ml: ruption in the hearts of men, it could not} h 
Wit chooſe but occaſion diflention and a ſword! fi 
| upon the Earth, In like manner theprimary! » 
intention of God's Judgments, is to reform} {; 
the World, and bring men to Repentance, c 
whilſt in ſome Perſons they have a quite 2 
| contrary effect. So that, as the Goſpel of 
Nl! Peace 
 *Tykelz. 51,52, £ 
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* Peace was the accidental caule of War, ſo 


might God's dealing with Pharaoh tend to 
harden his Heart, and yet to ſoften a leſs 


! rebellious one, as the ſame Sun beam melt- 


eth Wax and hardeneth Clay. And as fir 
by the commandment becomes exceeding ſin- 
ful, *in ſo much that the Commandment ut 
ſelf, which was ordained unto life, ts found : 
to be unto death : So Pharaoh's tubbornels, 
under the Divine Hand, becomes the more 
exceeding ſtubborn ; and that Chaſtilement, 
which was ordained unto Reformation, did 
the more effectually promote his deſtruCti- 
on. Hence it is highly probable, that, 7 
will harden his heart, may import no more 
than this, I will bring ſuch things to paſs, 
and in ſuch a manner, as ſhall through his 
own Corraptions, render him much more 
obdurate. | 
That the natural and direct tendency of 
God's dealing with Pharaoh was to convince 
him, ſeems very apparent from theſe Con- 
liderations ; 1. He orders /4oſes tary him 
with. Innocent Miracles, afterwards with 
Imarting ones, by ſuch degrees, till jt 
come at laſt to the death of his Firſt- born. 
2. While the Plagues lay. heavy upon him, 
he gave fome ſigns of a yielding and re- 
C 3 lenting 
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lenting temper, but ever in the Intervals he 
contracted a greater obduratenefſs. 3. Th 
Judgments of God had their proper Effed 
upon the Egyprians, to far, that they would 
Sladly have the 1/raelites dilmilſed ſooner 
and at laſt, were not only urgent to have 
them gone in haſte, but willing to part with! 
their * Jewelsinto the bargain. Theſe conkh. 
derations ( I ſay) ſeem very much to fa. 
vour the forementioned lenfe of the Place, 
but whether that be the only true meaning 
of it, I ſhall not contend, to long as I ca. 
make it good, that Pharaoh was a Free 
Agent in that particular thing which was 
foretold by God Almighty. 
The next double Teftimony ſhall be out 
of $:Ezekzel, where the Prophet is ſent to 
the 7/raehvies, and words put into his Month, 
to warn and dehort them from their wicked 
ways, left they ſhould dye. Hence l argue! 
thus ; either the Houſe of 1/-ae! might have 
obeyed God's meflage to them by the Pro- 
pher, orel{enot : If not, how ſhall we clear 
the {incerity of God's dealings with them ?, 
Or will his meſſage to them appear any 
mote than a Complement ? Let us havea_ 
Care of intrenching upon Blaſphemy, Burt, 
if they might have humbled themſelves - | 
the 
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hs ihe Prophet's voice, as Nizeveh did in the 
"| like caſe, it will follow, that they were not 
4] by any previous neceſſity diveſted of their 
od Liberum Arbitrium, as 18 allo evident from 
-p| thele words ſo often repeated in the Pro- 
ve. phet's Commiſſion, Whether they will bear, 
hl or whether they will forbear ? which 1s as 
- muchas to ſay, they have their free choice. 
1 And what follows ? * But the Houſe of Iſradt ' 
. will not hearken unto thee. God doth not 
þ only afford Liberty and Opportunity of Re- 
© pentance, but he urges the ſame by ſtrong 
«| Pleadings and inducements z and yet at the 
,| lame time, he foreſees a contrary Event. 
' And this is what I undertook to aflert from 


, the Scriptures, | 
» Again, in the 5th., of Hoſea, | God 
foretells, that 1/74 and Ephrain (balbfall 
| in their iniquity, F«dah,allo ſhall fall with 
; them; yet inthe 6:b, Chapter || he exhorts 
to Repentance. This indeed might have its 
proper effe.t too, upon lome {mall remnang 
that ſhould eſcape (4) and remember God 
among the Nations whither they were ta 
be carried captives. But now there is the 
lame means afforded to thole that ſhould 
fall in their Iniquity, as to the few that 
ſhould eicape ; nor doth God's Fore-know- 
B 4 ledge 
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Ps 


— 


| 


20 Of God's Foreknowleage, 


— _ 


ledge of the ſeveral Events impole a necel. 
fity npon either. He grants Liberty unto} 
both, which he knows a Remnant will make 
S009 ute of, whilſt the greater Number 
will abuſe it co ther rovin. Thus it is evi- 


dent, that Liberty and Prelcience are con- 


Hſtent. 


It is moreover propheſied, that by * rea. 


ſon of Idoſatry, they ſhall be as Chaff dri- 
ven with a whirlewind out of the Floor, and 
as /{moke out of the Chimney; yet afrer- 
wards, we read in the ſame Chapter, O 1/- 
ratl thouhaſt deſtroyed thy ſelf. We Go not 
uf&to'lay, a man deſtroys himſelf, that is 
unwillingly ran down by external force, or 


ſome inevitable neceſſity ; nor can he that 


ruines himſelf charge the faultupon another, 
If jet deſtroys imfelf, he 1sſurely the 
Agent'of his'own deſtruction ; and if ſo, 


he is either a Voluntary. or an Involuntary | 


Agent; if Involuntary, he cannot be ſaid 
to deſtroy himſelf, no more than a Houle 
burns it ſelf when fire is ſer to it by an In- 
cendiary, An Involuntary Agent, as a 
Sword or a Hammer, can only act as 'tis 
mannag'd by Hands, and thoſe govern'd by 
the Will. Irremains then, that 7/rael was 
the voluntary Agent of his own Ruine Gra 

ince 


'* Holea 13. 1. f Holea 13. 9. 
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{.] fince this is foretold of God by the Prophet, 


it wult follow ( if the Scriptures be true } 
that Divine Pretcience doth not any way in- 
tringe the Liberty, or Free-agency of ra- 
tzonal Creatures, 

God foreſaw, that wicked Hands would 
be forward enough to deliver up the Divine 
Perſon unto Death, who was the * Lord of. 
Life ; nay,his determinate Counſel did con- 
cur with his Fore-knowledge, ſo far as to 
let it proceed to Execution, as the Learned 
Mr. Howe oblerves. And our- Saviour + 
himſelf, not only delcribes particularly the 
manner and circumſtances of his ownDeath, 
when yet it was not near at hand, but is 
faid alſo .to || know all things that ſhould 
come upon him . Yevif the Actors of this 
wickedneſs had been rightly informed'\what 
they were about, they would have left their 
work for other hands. That's very ſtrange 
( ſays one of our Diſparants) here is an 
Event ſecur'd by the determinate counſel of 
God, here 1s the placs where, the manner 
how, and the Perſons by whom it ſhould be 
brought ro pals, deſcrib'd before hand by 
our Saviour ; can any thing that is fo infal- 
libly certain admir of an If ? Yes,in Sr. Paul's 
account it may, and he is a perfon that de- 
lerves 


* Act. 2.23, Þf Mat. 26.17. || Jo. 18+ 4. 
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ſerves ſome regard. And indeed, his Aſer. | 


tion will appear highly reaſonable, when 
we conſider the Princes of this World, ſo 
ſadly milinformed as they were, and im- 
pos'd upon by al] the wicked Artifice ima- 


— 


———— 


ginable, yet wedo not find them very eager | 


co be concern'd in the Blood of that juit per- | 


. 


ſon, when the principal Agent pretends * | 


to waſh his hands of it, and profeſles + he 
found no caule of death in him. And hadit 
not been for the impetuous Clamours ofa 
wretched People, and the danger ofa Tu- 
mult,. 'tis probable that the malicious con- 
trivance ofthe Prieſts, and their ſham Evi- 
dence, would not have weighed againſt P:- 
late's Native Clemency. What: muſt we 
then think had been-done, in caſe ofaright 
information ? ' Why the Apoſtle tells us ; 


|| Had they known it they would not have cru- . 
cified che Lord of Glory- | This putsit out of | 


all doubt, that they were under no other 
| force than the Reſult of their own Delibe- 
ration. On the one hand, there was the 
meeknelſs of the Priſoner, the clemency of 
the Judge, and the diſagreement of the 
Wi itnefles ; On the other hand, there was 
the influence of the Prieſts, the ignorance of 
the Court, and cries of the Multicade ; which 
kept 
Mar, 27-24 FT Luke 23.22. |} r' Cor. 28; 
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kept the buſineſs for a while in Equilibrio, 
but then the fear of a tumulr ſuperadded, 
caſt the Scales, Nor were they under any 
further Necelhity of cruciſying our Saviour, 
by means of {uch a Divine Foreſight, that 
he ſhould be crucihed, than they would 
have been under, in cate it were to be ſup- 
poſed, that God had not fo punCtually fore- 
een, or foretold the ſame. 

Thereare many other places of Scripture, 
that do evidenmily prove there is in Man a 
free Election, Solomon is commended for 
asking Wiſdom, * when he might have 
asked Riches, length of Days, or Revenge 
upon his Enemies; and  Ananmas + is the 
more condemned for falſity about the price 
of the Land, becauſe that even after it was 
ſold, it was in his own power. 

Il If a Wife make a Vow, it is left to hey 
Hushands choice, either to eſtabliſh #, or to 
make it void, 

(a) Chooſe you this aay whom you will ſerve. 

(bd) Go and fay unto David, thus faith the 
Lord, I offer thee three things ;, chooſe thee 
one of them, that I may ao it unto thee. 

Thele Scriptures are fo clear, they need 
no Commentary, nor do they admit of any 


—*T Rings 3-1. FA@ + 5. |Nam. 30. i: (4) Jol. 
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Objection, AndI think there is no lels en. thelc 
dence for Divine Preſcience, ſince all Pro-| difp 
phecies and many other Places of Scripture,| acti 
do either direAly, or by juſt conſequence} * E 
put it beyond Diſpute, withall that acknow-} ſtr 
ledge the Authority of that ſacred Book. | hoc 
ſhall mention no more bnt this one, nl ne, 
therewith cloſe up this firſt part of my Un- 
dertaking : Iris ſo direct and full to the pur- arb 
poſe, as if the Holy Ghoſt had deſign'd it| 4! 
to remove all Scruple and Heſitation about | eV 
that matter. * / am God, and there is none | tht 
like me, acclaring the end from the beginning, | V* 
and from ancient times the things that are ch 
z0t yet. done. th 
Had I Leaſure now, or Opportunity, to, 9 
conſult the Fathers or Schoolmen : Tamin-» 1 
clinable to believe, I Chould have their ge- | "" 
neral.Suffrage in this matter; buttruly thoſe | " 
Gentlemen are none of my 'Familiars, and | V 
and I was loath totrouble them. Yet meeting | © 
by accident with two of them, which are | 
eſteemed no leſs than Oracles, I made bold | *© 
to.ask them their Opinions in the caſe, [ , 
confeſs, I was not dilpleaſed to find them {a ' 
( 
( 


very Civil, and favourable to the Notions, 

I had already formed, and in part written | 

down, concerning this Subject. One of | 
theſe 


— 
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| thele was the Learned Suarez, whotirſt of all 
.} difputing copiouſly about Man's capacity of 
| aCting freely, hebrings it laſt to this iſſue : 
| * Experimur enim evidenter, ſitum eſſe in no» 
.| ftra poteſtate aliquid agere v:l omittere, & ad 
[| hoc utimur ratione & diſcurſu ac conſultatio- 
| negut in unam partem potins quam in alitam in- 
clinemur ; Eſt ergo Eleftio poſitiva in noſtro , 
arbitrio,alioqui fuiſſet nobs data ſuper flue hec 
deliberandi & conſultands vis. For we find by 
evident Experience, that it 1511 0ur power et- 
ther to do a thing or leave tt undone, therefore 
we reaſon, argue and deliberate, in ordey to 
chooſe one thing rather than another, 't:s 
therefore in our power to make 4 poſitive choice, 
or elſe we have this Capacity given us in vain, 
; This comes clole to that point. And then 
' inthenext place, he doth no leſs vigorouſly 
maintain God's Fore.-knowledpge of all E- 
yents and Actions, whether voluntary, or 
contingent, the Sum of which is thus, 
+ ©* God cannot ( faith he ) beignorant 
& of what he himſelf doth, or will do, be- 
© cauſe he knows his own Will and his 
&« power to effect what he wills, Nor can 
& can he be ignorant of what his Creatures 
« donow, or what they ſhall do hereafter, 
& becauſe whatever is poſitively good in 
« their 
* Metaph, ſom. 1.p. 338, 339. f Lom. 2.P. 92, 93. 
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*© their Actions, is by immediate influence 
© from himſelf; and what there is of pri- 
« vation or defect, cannot be without his 
<< permiſhon, and therefore he cannot be 
© ;pnorant of mens ſinful and wicked aCti- 
© ons. He goes on to ſhew, that unlels God 
* did fore-know from Eternity whatever 
<© was, or is to come to pals in time, he 
© could neither be omniporent, nor imma- 
* table. Not omnipotent, becaule in refe- 
© rence to thoſe things whereof he had no 


© foreſight, his Providence and Govern | | 


«ment of Aﬀairs muſt needs be defective, 
© Not Immutable, becauſe ſomething muſt 
** daily occur to his khowledge which he 
& knew not before. 

Atque hinc ſequitur Deum habere- hanc 


4 —_ 


— 


Screntiam Creaturarum qua finnt in tempore | 


ex 4ternitate ſua, ut totam illam ſimul he- 
beat ſine ſucceſſione, quia non poteſt in ſe vari- 
ationem admittere item quia non poſſet Deus 
habere perfeltam providentiam in rebus admi- 
mſtrands, niſi haberet omnium preſcientiam. 
Thus far that Eminent Schoolman. 

The other is the Angelical Thomas Aqui- 
145, as ſoime are pleaſed to iyle him. He in 
his Sm of Theology diſpatches me in a few 
words. For having firſt deſcribed Providence 
to be a reſpect to ſomewhat that is diſtant, 

AC- 
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according to which the occurrences now 
preſent are to be ordered, which doth there- 
fore neceſſarily include preſcience: He ſaith 
afrerwards, Providentia Det eſt omnium ſin- 
gularium, nec tamen a rebus excludit contin- 
gentiam, nec caſum,nec fortunam, nec liberum 
arbitrinm's That the Providence of God ex- 
tendeth to all particulars, not excluding Cons , 
tingency, Chance, Fortune, or Free-will, 
Add hereunto, that it was allowed St. Ax- 


| onſtine as a Maxime, that God by his fore- 
' knowledge, doth not neceſſitate, or conſtrain, 


the coming to paſs of the things foreknown by 
him. Theſe Teſtimonies, as they are of un- 
quelitionable Authority, 1o are they clear, 
direct, and full to the purpoſe; ant this is 
all I deſign for the firſt general Head. 


I am now in the ſecond place to attempt 
certain reaſons, or conſiderations, whereby 
to accommodate the difference, or at leaſt to 
leflen the oppoſition, that ſeems to be be- 
tween Preſcience and Free-will, The Heads 
ro be infiſted on for that purpoſe are theſe 
three : Namely, The truth of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 
and the Non-cauſality of Divine Preſcience. 

Firſt then, 1 argue from the verity of the 
Scriptures; for Iam not deſigning to confute 

an 
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an Arheilt, writing only ro ſuch as do ac- 
knowledge theTruth and Authority of chole 
Sacred Letters; bur chiefly ( as [ {aid be- 
fore ) for my own latisfaction. Some young 
Divines indeed I have oblerved, who in their 
firſt letting out to preach the Word, affect to 
preach altogether without it, and ſeem to 
Triumph in diſpelling the darkneſs of Athe- 
'1{m and [rreligion, by the Gloworm-light of 
corrupt Nature. Others there are,that prove 


their DoQtrines out of Terence, T ally and Se- | 


.neca; whether it is, becauſe they have not 
read the Bible, or that they preſer che Au- 


thority of Heathen W riters before it,or that | 


they would be thought to be profoundly 


learned, I ſhall not diſpute; but 1 find other | 


more experienc'd Work-men, who do not 
trouble themſelves to dis below the true 
foundation, but think the Rock of Apes fafe 
enough for them to build upon. Now, as that 
Comical fort of Preaching, to vulgar Ears, 
doth rather Amule than Edifie: So this Eſſay 
( which 1s not like ro be regarded by the 
Learned ) if ic ſhoald happen to rake the 
Country air, would look very thin witi- 
our Scripture-Evidence. But if indeed the 
Scriptures do clearly {peak the Subſtance 
of what is herein contained, this ought to 
have the force of a Reaſon, with all thoſe 

that 
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that acknowledge the Authority of that 
Book. Nor will ic be material to object, that 
this Argument doth not ſufficiently make out 
the realonablerels of what is here pleaded. 
for : For ax there are ſeveral Ranks of Pri- 
viledgd things, which will not condeſcend 
to Common Realon, {o there are leveral de- 
orees of Reaſon allo, of which the lower 
ought to yield to the Superiour ; and it is - 
the higheit reaſon ſure, that. God is true,, 
tho? every Man ſhould be found a Lyer. 

| am by no means againſt it yet, thac 
Atheiſm ſhould be encountred upon its own 


| principles, if at leaſt it can be ſaid to have 
any principles at all ; but every Stripling is 


not a fit Champion for an overgrown Phi- 


 liftine : And I had rather have that Province 


entirely left to ſuch as can manage it, than 
have the Truth to fufter by weak Patronage - 
As for thole therefore, that expect better 
proof than from the Word of God,and thoſe 
natural conſequences arifing thence, I ſhall 
leave them to the ditcipline of their own 
Conlciences ; for if they are not convinced 
by what Bp. Wilkins, Bp. Ward, Mr. Boyle, 
Dr. Cudworth, Sir Cha. Wolſely, and ſome 
athers have already ſaid again Atheiſm, I. 
fhall never hope:to give them ſatisfaction. 


Burt as for thoſe two Gentlemen, betwixt 
, whom. 


4 
£ 
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whom the Controverfte was ſtarted, u 
which occaſion I ſcribble down theſe haſty 
Notes, they are both of them ( I hope ) ſer}] v 
ous Chriſtians, not doubting in the leaſt che] c 
truth of rhe Scriptures, yet differing valtly 
in their apprehenfions about this matter, 
One of them is firm in the belief of Divi 


bufineſs of Free-will : The other is fo much 
& Free-willer, that he ſeems ro caſhier Di- 
vine Prefcience ; ** For ( ſays he) if God] t 
« offer me any good thing, and knows in| | 
© the mean time | will not accept of it,lam| { 
*fnothing beholding to him for his kind-| | 
« neſs. — || 
This manner of expreſſion concerning| | 
God, is over- bold and fawcy; for we may! | 
t 

| 

( 

t 

\ 

( 


| 


not ſpeak of him with ſach a Liberty, as is 
allowable in other matters. Beſides, let us | 

obſerve the conſequence,and we ſhall find it | | 
to be this, chat either. God Almighry has no 
knowledge at all of fature Events ; or elle, 
thatall conditional Promiſes,throughout the 
whole Scripture, are no more than ſha- 
dows ; the former of which conſequences | 
ſtrikes at the PerfeCtion of the Divine Na- 
ture, and the latter blurrs the fincerity of 
the inſpired Writings. To which it may | 
be added, that ſuch Doctrine is falſe, aud 


IN}U- 
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Zr 
injurious to the Goodneſs of God : For his 
Benefits offered to Mankind are not to be 


valued by his Fore-knowledge of Non-ac- 


ceptance, but by their own intrinfick worth, 
and by Man's Capacity of enjoying them if: 
he will, And tho' God doth aſfluredly 
know, who will not accept of his kindneſs, 
yet he knows at the ſame time, the fault is iv 
themſelves ; nor is their refulal any further. ' 


| neceſlary from any ſuch Divine Foreſight, 


than otherwile it would have been. So thar. 
ſome Perſons wil indeed ſeem to have a: 
creat Veneration for the Scriptures, and. 
yet own ſuch Principles as render a great. 
part of them inſignificant : For, if God's 


| Fore. knowledge neceſſitate all Events, fo- 
| thatnothing could have fallen out otherwiſe - 


than it doth ; then all Divine Precepts and: 
Rules of Life, all Promiſes and Threatnings 


| upon certain conditions, are no more but. 


Cheats and empty Formalities. But now, 
to thoſe that ſincerely acknowledge the Di- 
vine Authority and Truth of the Scriptares, 
(as all Chriſtians ought to do)the Argument: 


| will lye thus : 


What ever is entirely true, is alſo harmo- 
hnious and ſelf-conſiſtent. But the Scrip- - 
tures are true. Ergo, &C. 
| DN.2. It; 
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If it be urged, that the Scriptures, as pro- 
ceeding from God, are indeed moſt perfect. 
ly andentirely true, yet paſſing through the 
hands of ſo many Men, in various Copies 
and Verſions, from one Language into ano- 
ther, it cannot be, but ſomething of humane 
- infirmity muſt ſtick ro them. This indeed[ 
freely grant ; and if any fuch thing can be 
made evident in the cale before us, it will 
be very fit to be conſidered. In the mean 
time, there can hardly any two things be 
named that are more clearly and vigorouſly 
alſerted in Scripture, than are Divine Pre- 
ſcience and Free-will, as well in the places 


above- mentioned, as in divers others. From. 


whence it will follow, that if thoſe places 
of Scripture be genuine, and no way cor- 
rupted ( which we muſt ſappoſe, till the con- 
trary be made ont ) God's Fore. knowledpe 
and Man's Free-agency are not only true, 
but perfectly harmonious, and conſiſtent 
each with other, altho' our limitted ſight 
and dazled Eyes cannot fully enable us to 
behold their Agreement. 

Nor need we wonder at it, when we con- 
5der,: that not.only in the Scripture, but in 
Euclid's Elements, and many other Books 
approved in.their kind, are found divers 
| | things, 


| 


| 
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things, which a great number of Readers, 
tho' men of good Senſe, cannoteaſily under- 
ſtand or reconcile ; and {ome things of that 
difficulty, thar the greateſt Maſters of Learn- 
ing and Reaſon, have more than work e- 
nough to overcome ; of which, if need re- 
quired, one might give particular Inſtances, 
W ho will believe that theleaſt Diameter of 
a Needle's Point ſhould be Diviſible into a ' 
Million ( or rather infinite) Parts, and yet 
that a Circle, how large ſoever, can touch a 
right line barin * one point only ? And fince 
3 Globular Body fer upon a plain, can reach 
the lame but in one point, and a point is de- 
fined to be that, which hath no part, would 
it not bea ſtrange Paradox to ſay, +A 
Globe can touch a Plain in no part at all ? 
Yet all this leans upon Mathematical De- 
monftration. 

It is eafie to obſerve, that when any dif- 
ficulty, or ſeeming oppoſition doth occur in 
Scripture, which common Readers cannot 
(and even Leafned ones not very eafily) re. 
concile; two forts of People, the Prophane 
and Superſtitious, take hold of irto very ill 
purpole ; the one apprehends it their Intereſt 


to 


* That is, the right line being drawn as a tangent, but 
not through the Circle. |; 
+ Eucl. def. 1 Lib. 3. prop. 35. Lib. 10, prop. 117, 
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to have no Religionat all, looks upon the 
Scripture as a State-contrivance to keep the 
World in Order and Subjection, and hence 
they aſſume a lewd Liberty of turning ir in- 
to Burleſque and Ridicule ; the other {ort, 
being for the moſt part over eagerly devo- 
ted to foe Party, havea Religion made up 
of a few Fractions of Truth, neglecting in 
* the mean time the Sum and Subſtance. 
Theſe men purlue, tothe beſt advantage of 
their Sect, that part of Scripture which hath 
the kindeſt Aſpect apon their eſpouled No- 


tions, and run it off from themain Body of 


T ruth, to that Extream, that it becomes an 
Errour in Doctrine, and perhaps too a Rent 
in the Church. For the Body of Truth may 
not unfitly be reſembled to the Body natural, 
which cannot live in pieces. 


T hat there are unchangeable Decrees of 


God, I do not doubt ; but if that Doftrine 
be ſo manag?'d as to evacuate Men's Endea- 
vours, this ſurely is an unwarrantable Ex- 
tream. Juſtification by Faith ga great truth ; 
but if it be imprudently carried to that 
height, as to exclude, or make men neglect 
a good Life, it will become a dangerous 
Errour. That Chriſt dy'd for all, is a glo- 
riovs Truth, as it is laid down in Scripture ; 
but if ſome ſtretch that Doctrine to the actu- 


a. | 
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al Salvation of all Men, and others there- 
upon put the whole Buſineſs of Salvation 
within Mar's power, thele doubtleſs are 
vitious Extreams, opening a wide' paſſage 
for Pride or Prophaneneſs. The one makes 
Religion altogether vain, and the other 
makes the Grace of God not worth look- 
ing after. Sothat whilſt Menrun into ſuch 
violent Extremities, they ſeern to tear 
off ſome particular Truths from their Uni- 


| ty with the whole, which from thence for- 


ward turn into Corruption, whilſt the main 
Body of Truth is deferted by them, and be. 


| comes ulelels. 


And this is the cafe not only of the leſs 
conlidering Sectaries, but even of thoie who 
pretend highly to Philolophy, and aſpire 


| afterthe Reputation of Wits : One whereof 


( ſufficiently known ) hath improv'd three 


| Syllables to that height,as to render a preat 


part of the Scriptures ridiculous, and the 
noble Army of Martyrs no other chan a 
Company of wilful and ſuperſticious Fools, 
in needlefly expoling themlelves to flames 
and tortures. * Gozn peace, lays the Pro. 
phet to Naaman ; which fingle cale he ad- 
vances to a general Diſpentation for any 
Man to quit his Religion,as oft as it ſhall be 

difficult, 
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difficult, and dangerous for him to profeſs it, 
And this I take to be the Fountain Caule of 
all the Diviſions that are, or have been a- 
mong Chriſtians ; namely, that Men will not 
read the whole Scriptures, and pive each 
part its juſt weight and meaſure, duly bal- 
lancing and comparing one thing with ano- 
ther ; but each Man according to his Coin- 
* plexion or Education, or perhaps ſome pre- 
dominant Melancholy, lays hold of that 
part that ſuirs him beſt, and makes upa 
Religion for himſelf, which is little more 
than the Reſult of his natural temper, 

Here [ call to mind a paſſage of a Non-ju- 
rant,which I happen'd to be preſent at. The 
Man was reputed among his Neighbours an 
honeſt plain Man, but tomewhat raſh, and 
ofno deep conſideration, as may appear by 
the Story. The Diſcourſe fell our to be a- 
bour Swearing, and the Perſon could nor 
forbearto Declaim bitterly againſt it, be- 
cauſe it is ſaid, * Swear not at all. One 
of the Company urg'd that of the Hebrews, 
where the Anthor ipeaking of God's con- 
firming +his Promiſe made to Abraham, 
ſeems to intimate ſtrongly the neceſſity of 
ſwearing in ſome caſes, not vainly, nor in 
common diſcourſe, but ina ſolemn manner, 

for 
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for the avoiding :of :Contention, 'and for, 
confirming of ſome , weighty matter. And: 
the Axthor dath nat only alledge it, wichour 
any. manner of: Reproof,: as' a praQtice:a-- 
mong{t Men, who ute toſwear by the great- 
er,- and among wham ap Oath for confir- 
mationis an End of Strife; but be adds far- : 
ther; that God himfelf, the more abundant- , 
ly to ſhew the [mmurability of his Counſel, - 
doth ; condeſcend to that uſape, iconfirming ; 
hjs promiſe by '-an' Qath. To. all which the; 
Perfon:ſuddenly- replied, . the Author was 4 : 
Lyer in that thing : A decifion ſomewhat | 
ſurpriſing, arid no: leſs than'blafphemy; yer 
had thus muchof Ingenuty init, asto'yield 
the force of che Argument on noeaſier terms | 
to be avoided. v Igome's nb 
Thus If Men will needs imaginean Incon- 
gruity berween: Pteſcience and. Free-will; 
and i{o. reject the, one,! tho? both are equally * 
alſerted'in'Scriptore, 4 cannot ſee how they 
can'doijt otherwiſe, than by the Non-juranty:; 


Argument. But ſbrely Men of Reafon and" 


Sedate Temper, will-rather argue thus, that : 
ſince Preſcience and Free will agree in «#0 ; 
terfio; aud; that. no lely than the Word:ol- 
God; they myſt not only;beagreed betwixt » 
themlelves, but both.trye..: And-therefore- 
if we cannot get _ to fadge togerher.in 

our 
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our Minds, the Reafon muſt not be any mu. 
tual jarring of theirs, but want of room in 
our Underſtandings. If that Sacred Book 
were impattially read, and Religiouſly at- 
tended to, no violence put upon it, but all 
its parts nnderſtood, ( as they onght to be, ): 
in Congruity with the: main Bulk and Sub-. 
. Nance of the DoQtine therein contained, it 
would put an- End to this and many other 
Debates, The Magiſtrates Sword, and the 
Peoples Conſcience, the Prince's Prerogative, 
and Subjefts Liberty, the Divine Attributes, 
and the. Efſertial'Properties of Humane Na- 
t4re'; would allenjoy their full Exerciſe and | 
Latitade, withoat invading one another. 
And'thisleadsto the next thing I am to con- 
ſider, Namely, Bt - | 
- The. Harmony. of Divine Attributes. | 
Where thereare inteftine]Jarrs and ſtrugling” 
Diſcord, there is no Unity, nor-aty thing 
like Perfeftion ; but thote Nataral Notions 
we heve of the Being of a God, do at the 
fame time, and with equal Evidence, diftate 
to us -his eſſential Perfe(tion; therefore to | 
talk' of an imperfect Deity, is ſo great a 
piece:of Non. ſenſe, as cannot ſufficiently be 
expos'd'; becauſe there is nothing in the | | 
World to which itcan be redaced, more ab- 
lard than jt ſelf, Down-right Atheiſm is in- | 
deed | | 
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deed a monſtrous thing,yet | chink ris capa- 


ry bable of a better Colour, than having once 
it. | acknowledg'd an adorable Supreme Being, 


alj | at the ſame time conclude him lame, or de- 
): ficient. He that looks about him into the 
,..| World, and yetſays in his heart, *# There is 
ne God, is properly a Fool, and tharcannot 
make a rational Inference, and from the * 
ie | 'hingsthat are made, cannot ſo much as cons 
clude there muſt be a + Maker, And when 


A || both his Bible and his own Eyes may inform 
;. | him, thatevery Houſeis built by ſome Man, 
q | yet || (as if the World mult build it ſelf )fo 


fooliſh is he as not to conſider, that he that 
built all things is God. But now, he that 
thinks God like unto himfelf(a), that is, tub- 
. | jetro Failing and Imperfections, is ſtyled 
'..| Improbus, (b) wicked or deteſtable, which 
B | ſeems to bethe heavier charge of the two. 
: And [ have heard of ſome of the Ancients, 
» | Plmtarch| think it was, ſpeaking to this ef- 
fet; I had rather Pofterity ſhould ſay, there 


x | never was ſuch a Man, than that Platarch a 
\ | T4547 injurious and vile Perſon, 

, Now this Foundation, which is deep laid 

"| both inScriptureand Natural Reaſon, name. 


" | ly ; that God isevery way perfeCt,is enough 
& 1] E 2 to 


| | * Pal. 14-1, F Rom 1, 20. | Heb.3.4. (2) Plat. 50. 
(b) 16, 21, 
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to build my whole Deſign upon: Heis per- 
feQt in Power, * He doth what he will both | 
in Heaven and in Earth ; perfect in [uſtice, 
+ Shall not the fudge of all the Earth do 
right ? perfect in Knowledge, || Declaring 
the End from the Beginning. His (a) Will 
is perfeft, his (b) Law is perf, his (c) 
Work is perfef, all his Ways are Judgment. 
"Tf the Streams be 1o clear, the Fountain 
muſt needs be pure. Butif any Man now 
will raiſe a Diſpute amongſt the Divine Per- 
fetions ( like that of the Diſciples) which 
ſhould be greateſt ; or ſhould pive fo much 
ro one, as to leave nothing for another ; he 
would make. ſtrange work. - Juſt as if 
{ome Man ſhould be ſaid to be a very 
prudent and juſt Perſon in himſelf, - yer | 
when he comes to deal with his Neighbour, 
his Prudence undermines his Honeſty, and 
ſo he would become a Knave, or on the 
contrary, ſhould his Honeſty out-go his 
Diſcretion, that would ( in ſome degree 
render him a Fool. And this tho' a blunt 
Compariſon, leems to be the very ca'e in 
Debate. We. muſt however be careful to 
ſpeak with Reverence and Decorum, even 
in applying the moſt juſt Conſequences of 0- 

JITO ther 
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ther Mens Doctrine unto the divine Majeſty. 
The Attributes we are concern'd with m 
this matter are chiefly rwo ; but by conſe- 
quence great many more ; God's Wiſdom, 
and his Goodneſs; the former implies Know- 
ledge, and that includes Preſcience; thelat- 
ter comprehends Juſtice, in which Free- 
will is ftrongly implyed. In reference to- - 
the firſt, take but away from God his Fore- 
knowledge of future Events, and you may 
almoſt as well dethrone him ; for beſides 
that, it doth clearly infer [gnorance and Im- 
perfeCtion , whereby his /:/don and Know- 
ledge will come in Queſtion; it carries with 
it a kind of Impotency, for he that knows 
not of an Eyent before it comes, may be 
ſurpriſed and defeated of his Expectation ; 
and how ſhou!d he have power to have pre- 
vented what he knew not of before ? Swarez, 
is poſitive in the place above-mentioned, 
That had not Ged a Fore knowledge of all: 
things, he were not fit to'govern the World. 
And as for the latter, take away from Man 
his Free-agency, and you bring him under 
ſuch a fatality, that he isin no fort Maſter of 
his own Actions ; and then ſaith the Learn 
ed Dr. Cudnorth, * Tou taks away the four. 
aation of diſtributive Fuſtice : For what FE. 


Si quiry. 


* Intellectual World. 
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qQuity can there bein the Reward or Pu- 
nifhment of thoſe things, wherein Man has 
no choice, and which could not poſſibly 
have fallen out otherwiſe ? So that here 1s 
no denying ofeither, withont rejeCting one 
or more of the Divine Attributes, and 10 
eendring the Bleſſed God a lame and im- 
perfect Being; as if he could not be omni. 
ſcent, but he muſt be Arbitrary ; nor juſt, 
without being ignorant, 
Beſides, how can God be ſaid ro ſearch | 
the Heart, * and + try the Reins, or to what | 
- Purpoſe ſhould he do it, unleſs he knows | 
the bentand tendency of Men's Minds, and 
what they will do before they act it ? And 
how can he ſuit his Providences to his bleſ. 
{ed |] Ends and Purpoſes, for the good of his | 
People, if he knows not the Exigencies that | 
ſhall befall them? On the other hand, if 
there be no voluntary Agents inthe World, 
what need any Providence at all ? General 
Laws might ſerve the turn, 'tis but putting 
the ſeveral Parts and Wheels of the Creati- 
on together, and ſet them a moving like a 
Pendulum, and they will drive on one ano- 
ther ; and ſo Epicarm his Dottrine comes 
in play,that God regards not particular things, 


Whatcan weexpect but confuſion and difor- 
der, 


* Rom, 8, 27. + Jer. 11+ 20. || Rom. 8. a8, 
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der, whilſt we invade the Divine Attributes, 
or labour to ſet them at odds one withano- 
ther ? 

But now, if we lay aſide all Perverſeneſs 
and Prepoſleſſion, the Harmony of the Di- 
vine PerfeCtions will be a moſt pleaſant ob- 
jet of our Conſideration, God doth not 
impoſe a Neceſſity of finning upon any Man, 
but he knows ſome Men will be ready e- 
nough to ſin, out of choice. He doth not 
p_ or reward in Men what he aCteth 

imſelf, or what he cauſeth them to a& 
without the Intervention of their. Wills; but 
if ſome =_ = _— and. _ = 
ous, when they might be otheewile, 
is juſt in uniſhing and rewaxding, tho' not 
ignorant in. the mean time,.'who will de- 
ſerve well or i} at his hands. In a-word, God 
doth know, that Man is a Free- , be- 
cauſe he made him ſo, and doth daily pre- 
ſerve him in that Capacity ; he alſo knows, 
that ſome Men. will abuſe their Freedom in- 
ipite of all lavitations and Inducements to 
the contrary, unlefs he interpole his Sove- 
reign Power ( as ſometimes I conceive he 
doth ) to move ther irrefiſtably unto good. 

From what hath been ſaid, the Argument 
will lye thas, Godis perfect.inall his At- 


tributes, and harmonious inallhis Actings, 
E's. and 
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and Providences, throughout the World: 
But the denial of Divine Prefcience doth ink 
fringe his Wiſdom and Power, andthe De- 
'nial of Free-will doth obſtruCt his Juſtice ; 
therefore it muſt follow, that Man's Free. 
agency is not only conhſtent-with God's 
Fore-knowledge -of future Events, bat 
both of them are'moſt certainly crue. 
Thethird thing tro be conſidered, is the 
Non-cauſality of Divine Preſcience.. Atthe 
time indeed when this Diſcourſe happened, 
I was laughtat by one ofthe Gentlemen, for 
uſing that as an Argament,: which he would 
by no means admit for a truth.: Burl do not 
lo6k upotrhaughter as 2 ſufficient confutati- 
on, and oft-times thofe who carry things at 
higheſt, are furtheſt out ofthe way. I ſhall 
therefore lay down this Propoſition, and run 
the hazard of Proving it, Namely, that 
Gad.s foveſig bt of what I ſhall hereafter chooſe, 
hath net any cau/ality in it, to determine my 
choice,nor to infringe at all my liberty of chooſ- 
51g. If | can make this evidenr,ir will be very 
material ; forthe main thing that ſeems to 
byals and miſlead Mens Minds in this matter, 
is an apprehenſion, that God's Fore- know. 
ledge of. any thing muſt needs caule the 
ſame, and: that thence all other inferiour 
caules muſt: be urged on; by ſuch a fatal 
| Ne- 


ny 
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Nece ſlicy, that the EffeQt is put quite with- 
-out the Verge of Liber#am Arbitrium. But 
-this I hope will. appearto be a-great Extra- 


vagancy-from the following Conſiderations. 
Lerus then obſerve fir/, that all Foreſight 
or Preſcience, is nothing elfe but a fort of 


. Knowledge, and Knowledge doth tuppole 


ſomething to be known antecedent thereun- | 
to. A Man cannot be ſaid to know, but he ' 
zuſt know-lomething that was in being be- 


fore he knew it; and even the Objects of 


Divine Fore-knowledge have a virtual Ex- 


\ iſtence n.God, antecedent in order of Na- 
ture thereunto ſo that as to himlelf it is ra- 
ther intuition than Preſcience,- but with re- 
FpeCt unto-us, and to the not-yet aCtual Ex- 
tence of the Objects,- the word Preſcience 
.is proper enough, as was noted before. 


Knowledge then hath its dependance upon 
the things known, not they on it; and there- 
fore ſtrictly, Knowledge; confidered bare- 
ly as ſuch,is an Effet and no Caule at all. As 
for Example,l know that the Sun warms and 
refreſhes; but then there was a Sun in being 


Grit, whole influence I have found-to have 


this Efleft upon me. I know that the three 
Angles of every Triangle are equal to two 
right Angles, becaule-firſt, | have ſeena Tri- 
angle, and then | have ſeen the Theorem de- 

mon- 


— 
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monſtrated ; but my knowing it, is no cauſe 
why itis ſo. 1 deny not yet, that the know. 
ledge of one thing, is frequently the cauſe 
of another thing ſublequent, and emergent 
thereupon butnever of that particular thing 
known; for inſtance, my knowledge of a 
high water makes me decline the Feord, 


and go about by the Bridge, but it is not 


- - therefore the cauſe of the high water. 1 


know that ſuch a Man is crafty, for which 
cauſe I take care, that he do not over-reach 
me; but my Knowledge is no cauſe of his 
craftineſs. * I know the blaſphemy of them 
which Joy evey are Jews and arenot; ( faith 
he that 

hand : ) Butif any Man will lays that this 
knowledge was the caufeof that blaſphemy 


he will go near to be a Blaſphemer imfelf, 


Objett. But hereit will be objeGted, That 
theſe Inſtances are only of _ already in 
being, which are net like to be cauſed by a 


knowledge ſubſequent thereunto ,, but the Oue- 
fon 15 about the knowledge of things tocome 


beſides, if Preſcience be but a ſpecies Fl K now- 


th the ſeven Stars in his right | 


| 


| 


ledge, and that all Knowledge ſuppoſeth ſome- | 


8hbeng to be known antecedent to it, as was in- 
nimated above, it ſeems there may be a certain 
Prefcience of « thing antecedent, or which is. 
all 


- 
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all one, Fore-hnow'edge of a thing paſt : But 
is not this a plain Contradiction ? 

This Objection will be eaſily anſwered, 
by conſidering the Nature of Preſcience alit- 
tle more particularly, And firſt, there is a 
kind of Fore-knowledge of certain things, 
thac Man is capabe of, as namely, Changes 
of the Moon, Ecclipſes of both the great Lu- 
minaries, various Phaſes, Conjunttions and + 
—_— of Planets, Occultations of 
Fixed Stars, with divers other Phenomena : 
All theſe by Calculation, may be foreſeen 
for many years, and foretold even toa few 
Minutes. The King's Obſerver,(for Exam- 
ple or any other Curious Aſtronomer, 

ows of theſe Appearances before they 


| come, and when to watch them at the Ob- 


lervatory. But is there any Man fo pleaſant, 
as to ſay, that the Aſtronomers Skill is the 
cauſe of an Eclipſe ? or, if Mdonſr. Hevelins 
can tell when ſome of the fixed Stars will 
diſappear, that therefore he hides them cun- 
ningly, and will not let the World ſee them? 
Now why ſhould not humane Preſcience, in 
its kind and degree, have a power of ceter- 
mining the Events forefeen, as well as Di- 
vine ? and what's the reaſon that this fore- 
ſight has not the leaſt cauſality upon theſe 


Effects ? Luppole it will be anſwered, be- 
caule 
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cauſe they depend upon certain regular and of 
conſtant Motions of the Celeſtial Bodies, | 0! 
which have been ever ſince the World be-| 1 
San ; and the like Appearances that are now, if 
have been heretofore ; and will be again, ſo c 
long as the World ſhall continue ; ſo that 
this Fore-knowledge is little more than 
Recollection of whatis paſt, For as it would 
have been a rarething to have foretold an 
Eclipſe before ever there was any, ſo would 
it be an eafie matter for a Man of ordinary 
Skill, to predict thoſe that ſhall happen unto 
the Worlds end,provided he were furniſh- 


ed with an exact} Hiſtory of all thoſe that 
have been from the Begining. | 
Let us now examine whether theſe,or the 
like Reaſons, may not be of forcein the bu- | 
ſinefs of Divine Preſcience ; and in order | 
therennto,let us ſuppoſe ſome point of time, 
like that of the 7al:an Period, before the 
Creation, wherein the World was not yetin 
being. There was then in God, (1.) The 
Power and Vertue of educing: this {ame 
World out of Non-exiſtence into Being. 
(2.) A Willrodo ir, in ſuch time and man- | 
ner as ſeemed good unto himlelf, (3.) A 
perfect /dea or Proſpect of this great Work | 
1n all its parts and Succeſſion, and all this 
from Eternity ; This Idea, or Eternal _—_ 
of | 


| be-| 


and 


| 
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of all Things and Actions, that have been, 
or ever ſhall be, is what we call Divine Pre- 
ſcience ; it was antecedent to the actual Ex- 
iftence of the World, bur tubſequent in or- 
der of nature unto God's Eternal Purpoſe of 
creating it. Now | appeal to the Reaſon 
of Mankind, whether it is the Platform that 


builds the Houle, or whether we ought to . : 


refer the cauſe of the Worlds produttion 
unto this 14ea, or rather tothe Concurrence 
of Divine Will and Power. 

If ic be ſtill arged, That God?s Fore: know- 
ledge of Events mult of neceſſity produce the 
ſame, ſince what he foreknows is os to come 
to paſs, It may eaſily be anſwered, that 
what God forelees, is indeed certain; but 
ſuch certainty doth not conſiſt inthe fore. 
ſight, bur in the cauſes forefeen; and rho'the 
efteft-will lurely come to pals, yetnot with. 
our its proper caules ; of which cautes, fore- 
knowledge can be none at all, unlets it could 
be both the Cauſe and Effect of the fame 
thing, which is impoſſible, 

Ob). But how can God's Fore-bnowledge be 
called an Effet, which doth ever ſuppoſe an 
antecedent Cauſe ? For ſince you grant it to 
have been from Eternity, if it ve an Effet, 
it muſt be an Eternal One, whoſe antecedent 
Cauſe muſt therefore be fetcht from beyond 

Etermty. 
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Etermty. Nor have you yet ſufficiently ex- 
plained how far, or whether 'you admit there 
may be ſuch a thing, as Fore-knowleage of what 
i already paſt, which was objefted before. 

To this laſt part of che Objeion I have 
already faid, (if it be conſidered) what a- 
mounts to a ſufficient Anſwer ; but yet 1 ſhall 

- endeavour to be a little plainer. 

Firſt then, that God did foreknow the 
things that are now paſt, as well as what are 
to come, is by no means to be doubted ; 
but to ſay, that he does now foreknow what 
is already paſt, is Non-ſenſe, becauſe itim- 

_ Plies the futuriry of what is elapſed ; as if | 

ſhould fay, God fore- knows the Deluge, or 
the Building of Babel; this would be contra- 
diction in point of time, as though the things 
were yet tocome, whichare long lince paſt ; 
but it's proper to ſay, God did foreknow 
them. | 

But Secondly, the Notion I aim at, will 
beſt be apprehended, by remembring 
always to diſtinguiſh between the real and 
the vertual Exiſtence of things ; the former 

is brought forth in time, and therefore | tay, 
God did foreſee from Etervity ; but | can- 
not ſay fo of the latter, which being it ſelf 
Eternal, can admit no priority in point of 
time, As for inſtance, 10000 years ago the 

World 
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World was not extant, and ſomething 
doubtleſs will be hereafter, which is nor 
now ; but there never was, nor ever will be 
any thing extant, but what is, or was, Vir- 
tually, exiſtant in God, and clearly viſible 
to his all-ſeeing Eye from all Eternity; there- 
fore God's Omniſcient View, or 14ca of all 
| things, being antecedent to the Creation, - 
| but {ubſequent in order of Nature to the 
Vertual Exiſtence of the World, is Fore. 
knowledge with reſpect to the one; bur 
Contemplation or Intuitioy in reſpect of che 
other. 1f we look forward to the Creation, 
itis Preſcience ; but if we look back upon 
Eternity, it is the reſult of Divine Will and 
Power,or it is God's beholding in himſelfthe 
Platform of his Deſign, which( as l ſaid be- 
fore ) is an effect of the Divine Purpoſe, to 
build a world : which Purpoſe is the higheſt 
Link in the Chain of Cauſaliry, even as the 
firſt ſtep of So/o-mon towards building of the 
Temple was this, * Behold, 1 purpoſe to 
build an Houſe unto the Name of the Lord my 
God. Ir is true, that God is infinite and Eter- 
nal in all his Attribntes, and fo there can be 
no Precedence amongſt them in order of 
time, yetin order of Nature there muſt be 
| Priority, fince God cannot be ſaid to behold 
; WK 


* 1 kangs 5. 5. 


52. Of God's Foreknowledge, 


a pure Nothixg, to ſee, know, and behold, 


are Relative Terms, and do ever ſuppole 
iomething to be leen, kaown, or beheld. 

| Thirdly, As for the other part of the Ob- 
jeAion again(t an Eternal Effect, it will lye 


as hard apainſt our Bleſſed Saviour, who-js,: 
the Eternal Son of God, the brightneſs of his 


Fathers Glory, the Expreſs Image of his Per- 
' ſon, and the Effet} of bis Love to Mankind. 


Thele allo are reJative Terms, a Son ſuppo-/ 
{es a Father; an Image, or Copy, ſuppoles. 


an Original, yet none-furely. doubts the-Ecer- 


nity ofhim who laid thefoundations of. the 
Earth,and whoſe Throne is for ever and ever. 


| put the Queſtion even now, what the 
reaſon was, that the - Afronomers Skill and 
Fore-knowledge of the Celeſtial Phenomemay 
had not thelea(t influence to caule the tame ? 


and I gave:this Anſwer, becauteithele. Phe- | 
nomena did depend upomcertain Motions of 


the Heayenly:Bodies,, which were-regylar, 


and had been from the beginning of. the- 


World ; and fo. it was but enquiring into 
theſe Motians, :and.the Fore-kaowledge of 
Eclipies, Conjunctions, and the like, would 
fallow by con{equence. .. Let it. be: now de- 
manded, why. Divine Preſcience had not 
any caulality or influence upon the Croens. 

on * 
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ld,'} en? and I ſhall anſwer this Queſtion juſt af- 
ter the ſame manner; namely, becaule the 
Creation did depend upon the Will and Pur- 
poſe of God, which is the firſt Mover, the 
Fountain-Cauſe of all things, and was from 
Eternity. Omnipotence it ſelf; and even 
| infinite Goodneſs, would ſeem barren and. 
| unfruicful without a Will ro Act, forwhat- 
; ever God made in Wildom, and ruleth by. 
Q-/ | his Power, were wrought after the * Coun- 
ſel of his own Will , nor 1s there any thingjna. 
Heaven or in Earth, that can preſcribe ( in 
point of caulalicy ) unto the Bleſſed Will of 
God: 'Tis no more then, but Gods behold- 
ing,or taking a View of his own Purpole,and 
the Fore- knowledge of the future World: 
mult follow by conſequence, which Forg- 
knowledge is-nothing elle, but the Proſpect 
of what was potentially exiſtentin himielf,.. 
' | from everlalting, as hath been faid. 

From the foregoing Dilcourſe it may ap- 
pear, that Divine Preicience, asſuch, can« 
not in propriety of Speech be ſaid to have 
created the World, nor to have had any ef- 
ficacious influence thereuppn ;. and .if:we 
conlulr the Scripture; we ſhall find the ſame- 
yet more evident : There we find that Gog ; 
laid, + Let there be Uighr, and there wazlight, 
n Thar; 
| PERL L 3t.. T:Gab 3-S>, - "SN y 
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That;* by the Word of the Lord were the Hea. 
vens made, + and all the hoſt of them by the 
brexth of his Month. || That the World;| 
were framed bythe Word of God. (a) And 
that He wpholds afl things by the Word of his 
Power. Now whether we take the Word 
of God for his Power, or for his powerful | 
Command, or for the manifeſtation of his | 
Will, (as it is frequently uſed in Scripture 
under theſe and {undry other acceprations ) | 
1t will tillcome to the ſame thing, and what 
I ampleading for ; but I do not obſerve it 
evertaken for Preſcience, nor will the Bible 
(I think ) afford an Inſtance of any Cauſali- 
ty aſcribed thereunto; but on the contrary, | 
many Scriptures do clearly evince Divine 
Preſcience, and at the ſame time aſcribe the 
Evems foreleen to other Cautes, which 
muſt needs be very much to the matter in 
hand, Ifſhal] mention two or three. | 
Firſt, Our Saviour Chriſt ( as wasnoted 
before Js {aid to know all things that ſhould 
come upon him ; and yethis bemp delivered 
unto death by the Fews, is attributed to their 
1pnorance ; For bad they known, they would 
' vet have crucified the Lord of Glory. | 
Sconaly, In the 29th. Chap. of St. Luke's 
Goſpel, (4) our Lord Chriſt foretold ( and : 


| | there- 
* Pla. 33+-6s THeb, II. 3. i Heb, 1 3+ (4) Ver. 43244» | 
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therefore certainly he foreknew it) that E- 
nemies would caſt a Trench about Feruſalemy 
that they would layat even with the Gronnd, 
and not leave one ſtone upon another, Should: 
Preſcience have theſe diſmal Effects,it might 
be thought to bea very malignant thing ; and: 
that which belongs to God as a Divine Per- 
feion, could not be cleared from being the -. 


OE ToRm_—_——O 


| Cauſeof much Evil. Butlet us not charge - 
. God foolifhly, fince weare informed of the - 


true caule in the very next Words ; namely, 
Becauſe thou kneweſt not the time of thy viſita» 
1807. 

Thirdly, In the Prophecy of Hoſea, it is- 
faid of 7/rae/, Ephraim and Fudah, * that 


| they ſhall fall in their Iniquity, . and that they- 


ſhall be as Chaff drevenwiththe Whirlwind ont 
of the floor, and as ſmoak ont of tht Chimuey. . 
Was this Fore-knowledge the caule of that . 
deſtruition ? No ; for it is preſently added; 
O Iſrael, thou haſt deſtroyed thy a þ 
Again, the Prophet Ezekiel is command- 
ed to fay unto the Prince of Tyra, . +:T hat - 
Strangers, the termble of the Nations, ſhall { 
draw thewr Sword againſt the Beanty of thy; 
Wiſdom, and they ſhall defile thy bragin neſs, , 
«nd bring thee down to the pit, Exc. And (hall i 
thiscome upon him becauſe God foreſaw:-it ? - 
F. 2: BY, — No, . 
"EThap: 5. Chap. 13, Flaeke 38 
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No; but becauſe thine heart was lifted up ; 
and thou haſt ſaid, I am a God. 
Laſtly, To nameno mvre, St. Paul ex- 
horting * to ſtedfaſtneſs in the Faith, fore- 
tells the Coming of the Man of Sin, which 
would be after the working of Satan, with all 
Power and Signs, and Lying Wonders ; that | 
. there would be a falling away from the truth, | 
and men ſhould believe Lyes, that {o they might | 
be damned. Now ſhould any Man to requite | 
St, Paul for his Care of the Church, as to | 
lay the blame of all theſe ſad Conſequences | 
vpon him, 1 know not whether would be | 
oreater, the Folly or Wickednels of ſuch a 
Charge ; and it would beyet worſe, tolay 
the faulr upon the Spirit by which he 
ſpake, as coming near to Blaſphemy againſt 
the Holy: Ghoſt, But the Text carries 
the Cauſe along with the Effect, name- | 
ly, + Becauſe they received not the love of the 
Truth, that they might be ſaved, for this canſe 
God ſhall ſend them ſtrong Deluſions, &c. \ 
When truth has offer'd it ſelf by Miracles, 
.and all poſſible demonſtrations unto the 
minds of Men, and will not be received, it 
is a gnalpiece of Juſtice, to give them ove: | 
to believe a Lye. But here firſtthe true Phy- | 
fitian of a Chriſtian Soul admoniſheth it3 
RY ol | ſafer; ' 
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fafery and it's danger ; it's ſafety, or ro be 
ſoon ſhaken ; and it's danger of being deciev- 
ed : Now, if the Sout reject both the Phy. 


ſitian and his Advice, and having wilfully 


put it ſelf into the Hands of an Ignoram, is 
deſtroy*d by him ; nothing in the World can 
be more ridiculous, than to blame the time- 
ly Warning and Foreſight of the good Phy. - 
furtan. 

Obje&. But as concerning theſe and other 
Prophetick Scriptures, I meet with this Sal- 
vo, namely, That whatever God ſoretells,he 
doth by his power inforce the accompliſhment 
and fulfilling of the ſame. For ( lay theſe 
Perſons) tho' God knows all things knowable, 
yet ſuch Events as are contingent, or depend 
upon the fluttuating and nndetermiwd Wills of 
Men, are never knowable till they are brought 
to paſs 5 and therefore God cannot forcknow 
them. But now, what Goa will have brought 
to paſs, and whereof he gives Notice to the 
World by his Prophets, he doth bend and impel 
Mens Minas to do them, and by an irreſiſtable 
fluence bring them to effett. 

This Argument indeed ſtrikes home; the 
only danger is, thatit goes too far; and will 
prove what the Patrons of it ſeem highly to 
oppoſe. None can pretend a greater eoncern 
for the Honour of God, than thoſe that de. 
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claim againſt what they call Horrendum De- 
cretum; yet this Hypotheſis of theirs will 
force them to admit the very ſame thin 
and will make God the Author of Sin _ 
an high hand. For if in reference to ell ſuch 
things as are foretold by Prophecy, there | 
muſt not be admitted any thing contingent, 
. nor purely voluntary, as falls out in other | 
" affairs; but all ſuch Events are brought a- | 
bout by abſolute force ;_ what ts this but a | 
fatal and inevitable Decree ? And how can | 
ſecond Cauſes fall under any. blame, fince | 
they are infallibly predetermin'd by God's | 
Almighty Power ? Henceit will follow, that | 
the Fews and the Roman Soldiers, were no 
more to be blamed for their. Injuſtice and. | 
Cruelty to the Bleſſed Jeſus, than a Watch | 
is for going too faſt, when the Spring is ſet. 
too high, or made too ſtrong for the Move- | 
ment. And if the fault. be not in ſecond: | 
Cauſes, it muſt of neceſlity lye uponthe. firſt, 
Ic will bein vain to alledge, that they had: 
been grievous Sinners formerly, and there. 
fore God juſtly gave them up afterwards to . 
hardneſs of Heart. For, * The Lamb was. | 
ftain from the foundation of the World, tho' | 
not aQually, yet ſo as to be the Object of 
Divine Preictence, unleſs you will lay, he 


was 
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was ſlain from the foundation of the World, 
and yet God knew not of it. It was then 
foreknown unto God, that the Lamb would 
he actually flain, before they that ſlew him 
had done good or evil. So that if God do 
enforce whatever he foreknows, then they 
who crucified our Saviour, were under a 


| neceſſity of doing it, from the foundation - 


of the World ; and they who ſhall be {edu- 


| ced by Antichriſt to believe a Lye, and {0 


be damned, have been about ſixteen hun- 
dred years under a fatal Decree of Damna. 
tion. And even Adam, whom all Men grant 
to have had Free-will, muſt have been un- 
der a neceſſity of falling ; unleſs we ſhall ſup. 
poſe, that when God foreordained his dear 
Son for a * Sacrifice, he did not know to 
what End. But the Lamb {lain doth luppoſe 
Sin to be attoned, and that implies Sinners : 
Now there could not be Sinners, but ſome 
Body muſt (in firft, and that being the firſt 
Man Adam, muſt ( by this Argument ) 
have ſmned, not our of choice, but una- 
voidable neceſſity, which is a moſt horrid 
and impious abſurdity. 

Thos we have at hand three pregnant In. 
Rances, which do mightily expole the 
weakneſs of the QbjeCtion : The Sin of 

Adam, 


Ws... I Pet, 1» Op 


” 


bo Of God's Foreknowleadpe, 


Adam, the Death of Chriſt, the Deſtruft- 
on of Feruſalem. The fir(t of thefe appears 
to have been certainly foreknown unto God, 
and yet none denies that Adam had power 
to have ſtood innocent. The ſecond was lo 
particularly foretold by our Saviour him-« 
ſelf; that the very Perſons-were pointed out, 
- Who were the chief Actors in it; yet Had | 
they known, they would not have crucified the 
Lord of Glory, The third likewile was 
largely and punCtually prophecied; yet had 
* Teruſalem known in her day, the things 
which belonged to her peace, Chiiſt ſays, 
+ He wonld have gathered her Children 16+ | 
gether, as the Hen gathereth her Chickens 
wnader her wings, but ſhe would not. Sothat 
in thefe great-Events, we may ealily dif- 
cern a relerv'd condition, and an evident 
poſſibility of having been otherwiſe, tho? 
they were all known unto God: from the 
Foundation of- the World. For in caſe of 
right Judgment and Information ( poſſible 
enough to have been attain'd) Adam had 
not ſinned, Chriſt had not ſuffered, Fernſa- 
lem had not been ruin'd, They were all 
indeed foreſeen intheir Cauſes, and thole 
Caules were ſureto produce their. proper 
Effects {6 far as they were permitted ; that 
is, 
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is, God foretaw, that Men left to their Li- 
berties and their Luſts, would make a falle 
Eſtimate of things, and would be ſure to 
aQt accordingly ; but yet ſuch foreſight had 
no Cauſality upon ſuch Actions, as hath 
been ſaid ; nor could there be any inforce- 
ment from God upon ſuch Events, where- 


| by the Liberty of free Agents was inthe 


leaſt diminiſhed, if the Scriptures be admit- 
ted for truth. 

- Buthere I would not be miſunderſtood, 
as if I thought God to be an unaCtive be. 
holder of all thoſe Tranſactions which are 
foretold by Prophecy : Surely he is too 
much a Cauſe of all things, to be a Nude 
SpeFator of any one Action ; and certain E- 
vents I grant to have been as well predeter- 
min'd as prophecy'd, of which 1 ſhall give 
Inſtance preſently. When God purpoleth 
to have any thing brought about, he can ea. 
fily ſet Agents at work,and remove Impedi- 
ments ; he can turn Mens Hearts like Ri- 
vers of Water, yet never {o, as to putany 
preternatural force upon the Will to do evil. 
For the courſe of Divine Providence, 
( tho' inviſible to us ) I conceive to be ſo 
laid, and things dependent ( by God'sdilpo- 
ſal )in ſuch a Series and Concatenation,that 


various Cauſes and Contingents ſhall con- 
| G cur 
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Cur to operate upon Mens Faculties, in ſuch 
fort, as to make them willing co aCt their | 
Parts,(unknown oft-times unto themielves) | 
in order to effect the Almighty's Purpoſe. 
Upon which Account | am apt to. believe, | 
that even in reference to thoje Events that | 
are under a peremptory Decree, molt of | 
the Actors that bring them about, are as | 
much free Agents, as is the Husband- man 
in his choice of a fir ſeaſon ta plow his. 
ground, But however, the things I main- 
ly inſiſt upon'are theſe, that fince Men de- 
rive that ſtrength from God, by which they 
Blaſpbeme his Name,and violate his Laws, | 
God muſt be the primary Caule of thoſe 
Actions, butnot.of the Will wherewith they 
are done. That he doth not Enforce the Vo- 
litions unto Evil, and yet he fore-knows 
them: And-thar m divers Inſtances it doth 
appear, that thoſe.Events and Actions have 
been foreknown unto God, of which the 
immediate Inſtruments have been free and 
voluntary Apents,as hath already.been made 
evident, 

T here is yet another part ofthe Objefion 
to be.conſidered, namely, That futxerecon- | 
tingents are not knowable. 1 confels, they 
are in{crutable to us, to whom they are con- 
tingent, but to God there can be no ſuch 
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thing; for he that makes any thing contin- 
gent unto God, leaves him obnoxious ta 
Surprize and Diſappointment, and conſe. 
quently under great Difficulty of Governing 
the World. For the clearing of this point, 
let us lay down for a ground-work ( what [ 
hope is not denied by any that I am concern- 
ed with, namely,) that God Almighty 
knows maſt perfectly all chings preſent ; 
and let us fee whether this will not both in- 
fer the knowledge of things to come, and 
takeaway all contingency with reſpec un- 
to God. And by the way, let us obſerve 
the knowledge of Mankind, which tho” 
very dim and imperfeq, even in things 
now exiſtenr, and before our Eyes, yet ex- 
tends in ſome degree to things both paſt and 
fature. The Hiſtorian is acquainted with 
many revolutions of former Ages, and from 
a parity of Reaſon may forelee ſome that 
areto come. The Phyſitian, that unJer- 
ſtands.in any competent Meaſure the Nature 
of a Medicine, knows from whence it de- 
rives it's Original, what are it's conſtituent 
Principles, and how it will operate. The 
Mechanift that underſtands an Enpine, 
knows how it was made, the partsof which 
it is compoſed, and what Feats it will per- 


form. The Philoſpher, that eaquires into 
(3 2 the 
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the Reaſons of Things, and the Agency of 
Bodies, With the various AﬀeCtions of Mat- 
ter and Motion, can tell before hand the 

lucceſs of divers Exp&riments and Uunder- | 

takings, which are in the dark to other | 
People. And the Aſtronomer can tell the 
future Appearances of Heaven, as was no- 
| ted before. Now if all this,and much more, 
reſult from Man's imperfect knowledge of 
a few things, we muſt ſure conclude ſome. 
thing further from God*s moſt perfect 
knowledge of all things, eſpecially if we 
add hereunto, the confideration of his Do- 
minion and Soveraignty over all Creatures. 
The World isa great Machine or Engine, 
which God made at firſt, and till upholds 
its Being and Motion by the Word of his 
Power : Notſo much as an Atome can ſtir 
but by Vertue derived from him. Shall we 
rhen think that the great Operator knows 
not the parts of * his own Work, or can 
be ignorant of its Motions, or of the Influ- 
ence that one part hath upon another ? lr is 
poſſible a Curious Artiſt may makea piece 
of. Watch. work to repreſent all the viſible 
Motions of the Heavens, and to meaſure 
out time to an incredible degree of Exact- 
neſs: The Maker of luch a piece muſt needs 
knoy 
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know it's Numbers, how long it will go, 
how one Motion depends upon another,and 
one Wheel drives on another ; nor can he 
be ignorant, that if he ſuffer the ſprings to 
run down, and Wind them up no more, the 
Motions will ceaſe, and his Contrivance 
will become altogether uſeleſs: Or if by 
any other means, he ſtop ſome ofthe Mo- 
tions for a time, they cannot ſtir till he 
gives them liberty, tho' the reſt are going 
1m the mean while. Thus the Divine Archt- 


tel, that framed the World, knows all it's 


Parts and Inflaences, all it's hidden-Springs 
of Motion, all the Cauſes of every Effect, 
with their Connexion and Dependence,and 
the Agency of every particle of-matter 
throughout the Univerſe. He: knows for 
what duration he deſign'd it's Motion -and 
Exiſtence, and the time whew-* Heaver 
and Earth ſhall paſs away. Nor+can he be 
ignorant, that if he wichdraw- the Springs 
of Life, his ſupporting providence from any 
Creature, or from the- whole World, it 
muſt ſink into a ſtate of Inactivity or Anni- 
hilation. Now as it would be an idle Fan- 
cy to think, that in ſuch a \Watch, there 


{hould ſtart up: ſome new Mo ion, not de-- 


ſign'd,and uncxpetted by the Maker : $0 i 
2 '5 


” Mat. 24..35. 


66 Of Goa's Foreknowledge, 


_ — 


's far more extravagant to talk of any thing 
contingent in reſpect of God, in as much 
:s his Work 1s perſeCct, and he can com- 
mand a punctual obſervance of thoſe Laws 
and Rules which he himſelf hath given to 
the Creation, whilſt * Fire and Hazl, Snow 
and Vapour, Stormy Wind fulfil his Word. 
The Sum is this: God Almighty knows 
moſt perfectly all things preſent; that is, 
the hidden ſprings of Action, and all the la. 


tent cauſes now operating ; the Nature and | 


Vertues of al] things in being, with the ot. 


moſ} extent of their powers and influence, | 


are all manifeſt in his ſight ; but ſince natu- 
ral things do not work in an inſtant, their 
force and efficacy muſt extend to future 
time, if I may not ſay, till timeſhall beno 
more; foronepartof Matter will ſtill ope- 
ratenpon another, whilſt Sun and Moen en- 
dures, Now ſince God cannot know per- 
fectly the force of any Agent, bur ( atthe 
ſame time) he muſt know alto the EfleQt it 
will have upon it's Patient, and how far a- 
gain that Patient will become active upon 
other things; ic will follow, that if God 
did not know things to come, he muſt of 
neceſſity be ignorant of a thouſand thiigs 


pretent; for as the knowledge of Caules im- 
plies 


 *Plalm 148. 8. 
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plies the knowledge of Effects, ſo doth the 
not knowing of Effects unavoidably infer 
the ignorance of Cauſes. And as he that 
draws one Link of an extended Chain,draws 
the whole, and the Motion of one of the 
Globuli, moves thoſe that are contiguous, 
and thole again others indefinitely: So it is 
impoſſible to know any one thing perfeCt- 
ly without the knowledge of more; and 
God's molt perfect knowledge of all things 
preſent, muſt imply the knowledge of all 
things future, 

It may be ſaid, Thit all this 55 t+ne with 
reſpect unto inanimate Creatures, but Mar 
a'ts from an imternal. Principte;. and: bein 
left to the Liberty of his Will, may either 
or —_—_— AtFior — — 

many things ' happen to influence lie 
dap 5 pes Gon. whether of: the 
two he will chooſe, until he have effefbually 
choſen. 

Uncertain doubtlefs it is to other Men; 
and oft-times to a Man's ſelf, what he will 
do in ſome cales; but unto Gad it cannot 
be to, for thele two Realons efpecially : 

Firſt, The Heart indeed is to decertfml, 
that for a Man to find ont Yhe Subtiltres of bis 


own,*is no eafie diſquiſition ; and it mult be 
yet 


» Jer. 17. 9, 10. 
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vert harder to know another Man's. But 
* God ſees not 4s Man fees; henot only 
looks upon the heart, but he looks into it; 
+'He ſearches and tries its, He knows the moſt 
intimate Secrets of the Soul, and is a diſcern: 
er of the thoughts and intents; all Creatures 
are manifeft in his ſight ; all naked and open 
before his Eyes. It 1s impoſſible then they 
ſhould deceive him, or act beyond or con- 
trary to his Expectation. For ſince words 
and ations flow ( as ſtreams from a Forin- 
tain ) out of the abundance of the Heart, 
it would be ſtrange that God ſhould know 
ſo exactly what the Fountain contains, and 
et-be ignorant what Streams mult iſſue 

TNence. - j 
Secondly,” Since the Principles from 
whenceall humane Actionsdo proceed,may 
be reduced to two, namely, thole of Na. 
ture and Grace, and God muſt know the 
Efficacy of them both, in as much as the one 
proceeds from the work of his Hands, and 
the other from the operation of his Spirit ; 
it muſt follow that God cannot be ignorant 
how far Traoth or Err6ur, Vertue or Vice, 
Equity or Injuſtice, Realon or Fallacy, Re- 
ligion or Intereſt will prevail upon any 
Man, either in his Natural Capacity, or un- 
der 
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der {uch a Meaſure of Grace as he beſtows 
upon him for that purpoſe. For as he knows 


' the force of natucal Agents, and the diſpoſi- 


tion of every Patient to receive, or to repel 
their Agency ; fo can he not be ignorant of 
the Efficacy.of that Vertue, which proceeds 
more immediately from himſelf. All which 
amounts to thus much in ſhort, that God 
Almighty is the Fountain Cauſe and Sove- 
raign Ruler of all things, both in the King- 


| dom of Nature and that of Grace; and 


therefore muſt know the whole Series of 
Cauſality from the beginning to the End. 
And fince that which 1s an effect of one 
thing, becomes the Cauſe of another ; he 
mult equally know the things to come as 
thoſe preſent ; unleſs there be ſome Effects, 
which proceed not from any Cauſe at all. 

' Let usnow confider the Nature ofa Con- 
tingent, and what it is that ſhould make 
Men think it cannot be foreknown. A Con- 
tingent ( beſides the ſtricter Notion as it fig- 
nifies the effect of a voluntary caule ) may 
be, as I apprehend, more ſtrictly taken, for 
the encountring, or meeting together of 
ſundry Effects, whole Caules do not appear 
to have had any Connexion. As when a 
Spring-tide,a Land-flood,and a Storm from 


the Sea, happening at once, do m—_ an 
[1- 
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Inundation. Or when a Traveller 1n his 
Journey meets with a ſhower. Or two 
Friends ſetting out from ſundry Ports, meet 
tna far Country, without deſigning it, or 
knowing one of another. Now a high wind 
and a Spring Tide, a Journey and a Shower, 
have each of them Caules ſufficient to pro- 
duce them, but they are contingent each to 
other, as alſo in re{pe& of us, who not 
Knowing that ſuch cauſes were operating, 
could not foreſee the effects. But the caſe is 
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not ſo with God, it is not yet come to that | 


paſs, that becanſe Men cannot foreſee con- 
fingent Events, that therefore we muſt con- 
clude, that God cannot do it neither. For as 
Wind and Weather are in kis Hands, and 
obey his Will, ſo Voluntary goed Actions 
flow originlly from the Holy Spirit, and 
evil Actions are permitted, as the Devils 
were to enter into the Swine: Nor can 
wicked Agents go one hair's breadth 
beyond their appointed limirs. And even 
permiſſion it ſelf doth imply Fore-know- 
tdge; for how can any one beſaid to have 
permitted, what he knew not of before ir 
was done ? I hope, that to evade this Ar- 
gument there's none will ſay, that God gives 
to wicked men a- general Licence to do 
what they pleaſe, whilſt he in the mean 

time 
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time knows not in particular, what wick- 


edneſs they will commit, until they have 


 actedir, For beſides, that this Character 


is exactly ſuited unto Satan in his Kingdom 
of Darkneſs, it deſtroys Divine Providence 
root and branch ; for how can God limit, 
or over-rule to his own good Ends and Pur- 
poles, thole Events whereof he hath no 
particular foreſight ? or how can he be ſaid 
in fuch a cafe to govern the World at all, 
Put as concerning the Nature of a Volun- 


| tary Action, 1 have {poken before; I ſhall 


only add in this place, that ſince God knows 
moſt perfectly the heart of Man, and 
what cauſes are intereſted in forming of his 
FJadgment ; how far the Will follows the 
Dictate of the Underſtanding, and of right 
Reaſon, or whether it is captivated by Sen- 
fual Appetite, and by the luſts that war in 
his Members: Since God ( | fay ) doth 
infallibly know the Springs of all Actions, 
whe:her from Senſe, from Reaſon, or from 
Grace,and to what degrees any kind of Ex- 
ternal or Internal force can bend thoſe 
Springs ; he malt of neceſſity know what 
Man ( purely left to his own Faculties ) 
will do upon any occaſion. 

I have inſiſted longer upon this Objett:or, 


as allo upon the Non-cauſality of Divine 
Pre- 
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Preſcience, than tome perhaps will think to s 


have been neceſſary ; but becauſe the fence | 
of the Objeftion is faid to come from Per. , k 
ſons of very great Learning and Reaſon, 
and [ did my felf hear it [trongly urged, 
that Preſcience muſt needs cauſe the things | 
Foreſeen; | thought it not amils to enlarge a 
little vpon both the Points,in order to clear 

_ them upto common Underſtandings :; but 
whether I have done it to Satisfaction, I 
maſt leave to the Readers Judgment. The 
ſam of what I have ſaid in reference to this | 
laſt mentioned ( which- I diſcourſed of be- | 
fore ) is this, that to affirm Divine Preſci- 
ence to have a Cauſality, in ſuch fort, that 
the Events foreſeen ml not poſſibly have 
fallen out otherwiſe,is Abſurd,and it is falſe, 
It is Abſurd becauſe it puts the Cart before 
the Horſe, and makes that to be a canſe 
which is purely an effect; and it is Falſe, 
becauſe it is contrary to the word of Truth, 
Eontained in the Scriptures. I ſhall now 
conclude this part of my Eſſay, with the 
words of the Schoolman ; * Neque hin |, 
etiam fit, ut per hanc Preſcientiam, Dew 
imponat neceſſitatem aliquam rebus ſic cogni- 
ti, quia bee Scientia, ut ſic, non eſt earum 
cauſa. It doth not follow from hence, og 

Go 
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Per. , 
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| Deſign, I muſt make a ſhort Digreſſion, to 
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God by his Fore-knowledge impoſeth any ne- 
ceſſity upon the things ſo known, becauſe this 
knowledge, as ſuch, 1s not the Cauſe of them. 

But before I come to the laſt part of my 


prevent an Objeftion that may ariſe from 
what | ſaid not long ago, namely, That the 
Divine Will was the fountain Cauſe of all 
things, as being the firſt Mover ; for no doubt 
God 15 the fr cauſe of all Motion, tho? he 
never determines any,exertedby a free Agent 
to a wrong, Objeit; and all things being 
wrought ( as the Apolile ſays) after the 
Counſel of his Will. From hence it may be 
urged, That tho' Divine Preſcience have no 
cauſality, yet ſince we grant that the Divine 
Will is the firſt cauſe of all things ;nor can we 
deny, that whatever God wills, he certainly 
foreſees ; doth it not follow from hence, that 
all things muſt come to paſs according to the 
fixed Purpoſe and Preordination of God, 
in ſuch ſert, that the Will of Man muſt 
needs be over-ruPd and predetermin'd, and 
conſequently the free- agency of rational Crea- 
tures wholly evacuated ? 

I anſwer, this will by no means follow, 
as may appear from the conlideration of the 
following particulars. 

;. Though God forelees whatever — 
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will have brought to effect, yet we cannot 
ſay on the contrary, that he wills every 
thing he foreſees. God, 'tis true, wills even 
the {inful Actions, which he forefees, but 
with a will permiſſive of them, not effec. ' 
tive; perfectly knowing ( asa Wiſe Man 
would ſhrewdly gueſs ) what Perſons, fo 
| and ſo inclined, will do in ſuch and fuch 
Circumſtances, being only [nabled, not Im- 
pelled, to act, and being left to follow their 
own Inclinations. And fo he may certainly 
foreſee many —_ which he never wills 
by a poſitive and effectively determinative 
will. He equally foreſees all things that 
come to pals, otherwiſe he would be de- 
ficient in point of Knowledge ; but we 
muſt not ſay, he wills them Equally. For 
that would be ro approve of evil, and fo he 
would be deficient in point of Goodneſs. 
For inſtance, he predetermin'd 1ſrael's De- 
liverance from Epyptiar Bondage, and he 
likewiſe faretold it : So that herein his Pur- 
poſe and Foreſight run Parallel. But then 
he forertold Pharaoh's Obſtinacy in detain- 
ins the People, at the ſame time when he 
wild him to let them go; and herein his 
Foreſight and expreſs Will are quite contra- 
ry. He wills, that er ſhould fear the Lord, 


and. ſerve bim in ſincerity and intruth ; and 
not 
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not only ſo, but that they ſhould do it out 
of * free choice, ariſing from a true Judg- 
ment of things; yet be foreknows that 
lome will be Diſobedient, and Iniquity ſhall 


; abound +. He wills, that his choſen People 


be with him, and ſee his Glory || , and he 
knows: ſhall be ſo ; he knows that others 


will dye #n their Sins, bur he hath ſworn he 


wills 3t vot (a). Whatever God hathpro- 
claim'd, is an undoubted Object of Divine 
Preſcience ; but every Object of Divine 
Preſtience is not therefore preordain'd, nor 
agreeable to his Will. Good things are e- 


| quolly the Objects of Divine Pleaſure and 
| Forefightz but we cannot fay the like of 


Evil. We may fay indeed, that God forc- 
lees an Evil Action, but we cannot ſay he 
would have it done, nor thatthe hath pow- 
erto do it; for both theſe would imply a 
contradiction, fince 'tis purely inconfiltent 
with the Divine Nature to have either 
Will or Power to do evil, 

A ſecond Conſideration is this, That tho' 
the-Divine Will be truly and unchangeably 
one and the fame, yer is it diſtinguiſhable 
according to a threefold difference of things 
about which it is converſant. As firſt, when 


"FTaſb. 24. I4,15- T Mart. 24, 12» || Jo, I7, 24. 
(a) Mat, I 9, 28, 
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God deſigns to bring about ſome {ſpecial act 
of his Providencein the World, aschat Pro» 
miſe made to Abrabam, * Unto thy Seed 
will I give this Land ; in this reſpect his | 
Will is Poſitive and Irrefiſtable, nor can all 
the Powers of Earth and Hell, put one Mi- | 
nutes ſtop unto his Purpole or Decree. | 

But Secondly, when God commands any | 
thing to be done by his People, as their 
Duty,and for their Good, he deals not with 
them as inanimate Creatures, but as ratio- 
nal Ones; he propoſes unto them a Rule or 
Law, with the Benefit of obſerving it; as 
for Example, Honoxr thy Father and thy 
Mother, that thy days may be long inthe 
Land, &c. But he doth not inforce- the 
obſervation of this Law, upon all thoſe to 
whom it is given ; for {o there would be 
no Tranſgrefſion. He propounds it to their 
choice, expeCting a Voluntary Obedience 
upon promiſe of a Reward, which reward 
cannot be commenturate to an Obedience 
upon Force, which properly is no Obedi- 
ence at all. In this ſenſe therefore his Will 
is Imperative, but not Irreſiſtable; for 
the ſtiff-necked are ſaid to reſiſt the Holy 
Ghoſt. | 

And Thirdly, when God forbids any 
thing | 


— A et ca 


* Gen. 12.7. TARS 7. 51+ 


£© 
Bo 


and Man's Free Apency. 77 


thing to be done by us, that would difho. 
nour him,and deſtroy our ſel ves,and yet we 
do itz. or when he commands us any thing, 


| wherein we dilobey him, his Will isthere- 


in only. permiſſive. Thus Sin, tho' direct. 


| ly oppoſite to the Command, is permitted. 
' And ſo God is ſaid to have Suffered the 
| peoples manners in the ive about forty 


years, * as allo in times paſt, he ſuffered all 
Nations to walk in their own ways F, Not 
that their Ways were acceptable to him,or 
agreeable to his Will, ( in any other ſence 
than that of permiſſion ) much leſs effica- 
ciouſly influenced by him; only they were 
ſuffered for a time to run their Courle. For, 
having ſet before them Life. and Death, 
partly in his Written. Law, and partiy in 
their own conſciences, and having. em- 
ploy'd all ſuitable Means, Motives, and Rea- 
lonable Inducements for their chooſing of 
the one, and refuſing of the other ;. accord- 
iog to his primary latention of good unto 
all Men : If nothing leſs than . Invincible. 
Grace will ſerve the turn, God is not obli- 
ged to ſave all thoſe as it were by Miracle, 
that will not be otherwile faved ; and there- 
fore permitting - obſtinate Perſons to reap! 
the fruits of their own Works, his leconda- 
| | ry 
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ry intention takes place, namely, the mani- | 


feftation of his Power, Righteouſneſs, and 
juſt Severity upon impenitent Sinners, 
whereby alfo the preciouſneſs of Grace and 


Mercy 1s the more conſpicuous to thoſe 


that receive it: 

Now, tho? I like not by any means, that 
diftinfion of the Divine Will into Secret 
and Revealed, eſpecially when theſe two 


are made to contradit each other ; as if it 


were God's Secrer Will that Men ſhould fin 
and be damned, when his revealed Will 
bids them repent and be ſaved; this is to ſtem 
the Current of Scripture, and in effect to 
make void both the Law and Gofpel. | 
fay, tho” I approve not this, nor ſhall I bor- 


fow any of the School DiſtinCtions'; yer I | 


think the Scriptare will allow us to fay, that 
the Divine Will is either Pofitive, Precep- 
rive, or Permiffive. By Pofttive | mean Irre- 
filtable, in reference ro whatGod does him+ 
fetf, or what he poſitively determines to be 
done; Preceptive is with refpect unto Laws, 


and Mens voluntary obedience thereumto; | 


Permiffive in reſpeQt of Sin. And yet this 1s 
fill the ſame moſt bleſſed and unchangeable 
Will, as it is the ſame Sun-beams by which 
ſome fort of Bodies are hardned, others 


melted, and a third calcined. 


| 


1 | 
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I come now to the laſt part of my Under- 
taking, which isto anfwer forme of chole 0b- 


| jeftions, that are wont to-puzzte divers 


| 


People about this maiter; - but. I have an- 
ſwered ſo manyatready, that have rifen by 


the way, and have cularged beyond my <x-+ 


pectation in what is paſt; that I-would. 
think, it ſhould ſpare fome pains in the: 
remainder. For the ſtrength of what now 

remains, may be ſumm'd up in a very few. 


| Objeitions, and anſwered ( I hope ) in not. 


many words. 

[t is matter of eaſy. Obſervation, thatthe- 
Objectors do ſtill ſuppoſe the thing in Que- 
ſtion, and what oughtto be proved before- 
the Objections can have any force atall; 


| 85 namely, that God's foreknowledge ofthe - 
| End makes void the ufe of Means; whereas - 


itis ſo far from doing that, that-the uſe of - 
Means and lecond Canlcs, is therein ſuppo« 
ied and imply'd, as the Foundation of ſuch | 
Foreknowledge. For if'it were poſkble,. 
that the force and efficacy of Caules could : 
be uncertain unto God, the Foreſight of Ef+ 


| fects would be ſo too... Thus, for example, 


if God foreſee that fuch a Child ſhall live to - 
be a Man of. Eminent Learning, dorb- this - 
Fore-kght give him. leave to be idle, ,and : 
become a Truans. every day ? Now the » 


as © 
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ObjeCtors, according to their manner of | 
arguing, muſt anſwer in the affirmatiye,and 
leave the Child to be made a Scholar by 

- Miracle. But I anſwer, No; forſuch a Fore- 

iight muſt haveſome Foundation; it doth | 
therefore {uppole; that God for his part, by | 
his daily providence, will continue unto 

— himacompetent meaſure of health,itrength | 
and capacity, and afford him fit means and 
opportunities of becoming Learned ; and !' 
that the Boy for hisparr, will ſtudiouſly im- | 
ploy-and improve the ſame for the belt ad- | 
vantage to that End. Let us now ſee the fall | 
Nrength of what is wont to be objected in 
this matter, © 

. Obj. If God's Fore-knowleage doth aſcer- 
tain the End, to what. purpoſe is the uje of 
means ? An Event can beno more than cer- | 
rain; and if God foreſees that I ſhall certain: | 
ly dye within a year, all the Medicines in the 
World wil! not make me live a day longer. But 
sf he foreſees, I ſhall live rwemy years, I ſhall 
not only need no Phyſick_, but I may for diver- 
fion, leap once a day into. a River, or into the | 
Ocean, without any. fear of- drowning. I can | 
neither fall ſport of, nor go beyond that fatal 
Period which 1s fixed in Divine. Preſcience, 

T his Obje(t:on icems to make tome little 
n0iie, agd yet at moſt 15 but. a. plauſible 


| 


: 


| 


— 


ind | | * Mat. 4.5, fPlalm 91.8, 
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kind of Fallacy, imploy'd only by vulgar 
and untainking heads, but unworthy a Man 
of good conſideration. Iris indeed anſwer 
ed in what hath been already faid ; butT 
ſhall add ſomething more in thele few par. 
ticulars. As firſt, | 

1. This fort of Reaſoning reſembles ſg 


much that of the Devil to our Saviour, that _ . 


it may very well ſeem to challenge the ſame 
Author. If God forſees thou ſhalt live ma. 
ny years, thou may*it leap into the Sea, or 
throw thy ſelf down from a Precipice, (ſays 
the Objection) for thou muſt certainly live 
out thy appointed time.. * 7f thou be the 
Son of God, caft thy ſelf down from this Pin- 
nacle of the 1 emple, ( tays the Devil ) for 
he ſhall give his Angels charge concerning 
thee +, Now, as the ground of that Secy- 
rity againſt Dangers, and ſundry Evils men- 
tioned in the g91/f. Pſalm, at ver. 8. is 
omitted in the Devil's Quotation : So the 
ground of God's Foreſight and caule of 
the Event foreſeen, is omitted in the Obje- 
fiton, namely, a prudent care to prelerve 
life. And as the Son of God was never like 
to fall down and worſhip the Devil, fo any 
ſober Man that lives to a full Age, is not 
like to attempt. deiperate ways to deſtroy 

him - 


— 
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himſelf. The Anſwer too, given by our 
Saviour , is proper in this Cale; * Thos 
ſhalt not tempt the Lord thy God : For if he 


foreſees the End, he foreſees allo the means | 
conducing thereunto, which means God 


having graciouſly put into thine owa hands, 


why thouldſt thou tempt him to ſave thy 
life by Miracle, when thou may*{t preſerve 
it by thy own Diſcretion ? Thus we ſee, the 
Devils Argument, and that of the Objecti- 
on,. ran exactly Parallel, 

Secondly, The Fallacy of this reaſoning 
conſiſts partly in joining a Truth and a Fali- 
ty together, and make the one to infer the 
other, tho? there be no Connexion between 
them ; and partly in leaving out the con(i- 
deration of that which muſt be ſuppos'd,to 
make the ſence compleat, whether the in- 
ference be true or falſe: For inſtance, let 
this be the Argument in ſhort : 

God foreſees the End, therefore it will [o 

come to paſs. 

I ſay here, the Propoſition is true, but the 
inference ( without ſomething elſe ſuppo- 
{ed ) is falſe ; for if theillative Particle there- 


fore, refer only to the word foreſees, there - 


15 00 good conſequence, fince Foretight hath 


not any Cauſality, as hath ( Ihope) been 
proved, 


— 


> Mat. 4: "a 


OO OT C—_——I—_— - IRE OR" _ 


LERLLATCATTENSS | 


+ Ua 


— OO oe eo ec 


and Mar's Free Agency, 8 ; 


proved. That Divine Preſcience doth aſ- 
certain the End, is true upon this Account, 
*that it beholds the Caules wherein the cer- 
tainty doth confift,but that it doth ſo meer] 
of ir ſelf, without ſuppoſtion-of Cauſes, a 
proper means to effect that end, is falſe. 


| God, by his Foreſight, lays no neceſlity up- 


A and — 


on the Event; but he foreſees it in is can- 
ſes, of which humane Endeavours ordinari- 
ly areno ſmall part. Therefore the fence of 
the Argument muſt, m this manner, be com- 
pleated, before it can be made to conclude 
any thing. 

God foreſees the cauſes produttvve of ſuch 
Effet, therefore ſuch Effelts will fol- 
low ; not from the foreſight, but from 
the can/es foreſeen. 

Thirdly, Let us fuppoſe, that God fore. 
ſees ſome ſtrong Man, vigorous and health- 
fal, ſhall dye within a year, who accord- 
ing to the Courſe of Nature might live twen- 
ty. If this be tree, it muſt be true alſo, thar 
inemperance,negleCt of means, or the like, 
muſt bring him to it : Some cauſe there muſt 
be ; but naked Foreſight is no caule at al}. 
Again, ſuppole God foreſces, that ſuch a 


per- 


* Neceſltzas conſequemiz in ordice probandi, non eſt 
neceſſitas rei ipiius 1a ordgne cauland!, Bax?, Merb.p.xt 
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perion will live twenty years. If that be 
true,then, that he ſhould attempt every da 
to deſtroy himlelf, muſt be falſe ; for if God 
forelees the one, he foreſees not the other, 
becauſe they are inconſiſtent. He doth not 


foreſee contradictiorf$ to be true, or things |: 


J 


to be that will never be; as once a wile | 


Critick would needs maintain, that when 
 Fonah was lent to preach unto Nineveh,God 
then foreſaw, that City would be deſtroy'd 
in forty days,tho' it ſtood many years aftey, 
But God doth not foreſee that Caules will 
produce ſuch Effects as are improper and 
mpoſſhible ; not that Repentance will pro- 
duce Deſtruction, nor that Poiſon, Drown- 
ing, or Debauchery, will produce length of 
days, and vertuous prudence an untimely 
End: In a word, Divine Preſcience beholds 
not things in parcels, but altogether in one 
View : Sees the lflues and Periods of all 
things,not without, but in conjunction with 
the proper cauſes conducible thereunto, 
Fourthly, It may not be amits to remem- 
ber, that as there are ſome true Propoliti: 
ons, which by leaving out a word or two 
may be made falſe: So there are others 
( and thole of Divine Authority ) which 
without ſomething underſtood, cannot be 


#ade out to ve Iroe, Of the friſt ſort is | 
g this. 


by 
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this, * My Dottrie 15 nat mine ; and again, 
He that believeth on me, believeth not on me. 
But this is the Devil's way of quoting Scrip- 
ture, leaving out the Context that ſhould 
explain ir, and in this manner too frequent- 
ly do ſome Perſons deal with thoſe Wri- 


| tings, they have a mind to cavil at. Ofthe 


— 


other {ort is this, + Tet forty days ard Ni- 
neveh ſhall be overthrown ; And |} Know 
not that the unrighteous ſhall not inherit 
the Kingdom of God ? Now. the Divine Pur- 
poſe for the DeſtruCtian of that City, and 
for excluding (a) Fornicators, Idolaters, 
Thieves, Drunkards, Extortioners, and 
the like, out of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
is denonnced abſolutely without any an- 
nexed Condition z and yet all acknowledge, 
thar ſuch Threatnings are Conditionally tg 
be underſtood, and to be executed only in 
caſe of Impenitency : And thus it is in our 
preſent caie. That God Forelees the End, 
is true ; but it is not the whole Truth, nor 
to be underſtood excluſive of the Means, 
It is. ondoubtedly true, that-Chriſt foreſaw 
the Deftruction of Feruſalem ; yet we muſt 
not thence infer, that he foreſaw it with- 
out any reſpect to Sin; for thus hecom. 
Plains, How often: would [ have gathered your 
I Children 
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Children together, QC. and ye would not ! 
How could it be matter of Complaiat that 
they would-not, if the Peoples choice be 


not imply'd ? Either God Foreſees, that | 


Men will abuſe their Liberty, or he doth 
not ; ifnot, then neither is he Omnilcient, 
nor are the Scriptures true; if hedoth, then 
ſuch Foreſight is ſo far from taking away 
Mens Liberty, thatit confirms it; for Men 


cannot abuſe their Liberty unleſs they have | 


it; nor can they uſeir, if the ObjeCQtion 
have any force, which ſuppoſeth Mens en- 
deavours, and the uſe of Means to be in 
vain. Thus then I Summ up what hath 
been ſaid in Anſwer to the Objet:on. 

* God that made the IVorld made all things 
therein, ſeeing he is Lord of Heaven ana 
Earth,and giveth unto all Life, and Breath, 
and all thing 5; and hath made of one Blood all 
Nations of Men to dwell upon the Earth, and 


. Determined the Times before appointed, and 


the Bounds of their Havitation. We ought 
not to think, that the Godhead is like unto 
Stones, or (tupid Earth, that he ſhould be 
ignorant either of his own Offt-{pring, or of 
the Work of his Hands, or the Bounty of 
his Goodneſs. And having gratiouſly en- 
dued Mankind with the Light of Know. 

ledge, 
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for his good, and avoiding things hurtful; 
he doth not extinguiſh that Sight, nor take 
away ſuch power of Election, unleſs it be, 


| as a Puniſhment, for ſome grievous and 


long-continued Provocation. Bur foraſ- 


| much as he- beholds at once in his Omni- 


ſciency, the Nature, Vertue, and Activity 
of all Creatures, with the Cauſes, Events 


| and Iſſues of all Things and Actions, from 


Everlaſting to Everlaſting ; and ſince he 
knows moſt. perfectly the Heart of Man, 
the Bent of his Aﬀections, his meafure of 
Grace, and prevailing Motives; he muſt of 
neceſſity Foreknow the various Reſults of 
Man's choice and Liberty of Will, without 
the leaſt obſtruction to the free Courſe and. 
Exerciſe thereof. He Foreſees the End, to-- 
gether with the Means, and the Effe(t de- 
pending on its proper Cauſe. He foreſees, 
that ſome Men ſhall not live out * _— 
days ,, but they. are ſuch as are bloody and. 
deceiiful. He forelees, that + The Years of 
the [Vicked ſhall be (vortncd ; but then he ſhall. 
fall by his own wickednels, And to con- 
clude, he-forelees, that || A righteous Man. 
ſhall prolong hu days ; not by daily attempts 


to deſtroy himſelf, bur ( as the Wiſe Man. 


4 ſaith) 
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faith ) by the fear of the Lora, and in the 
way of Rightcouſneſs, 

Obj. One Objett:on more, and I have done, 
Jt hath been often ſaid in this Diſcourſe, that | 
the Event Foreſeen of God, 1s certam, and 
will come to paſs ;, and again, it hath been aſ- 
ſerted, that ſome Events, which have been 
F oreſeen,might poſſibly not have come topaſls; 
how can theje two Netions agree together ? 

I anſwer, fir/}, that any thing can be | 
certain and uncertain at the ſame time, 
and in the fame reſpects, is granted to 
be a contradiction ; but a thing barely | 
Poſſible, which may either be, or not be ; 
implies no contradiction at all. For as there 
are many things Poſſible to be, which (hall 
never came to paſs Actually ; ſo otherthings 
ſhall Actually come to pals, which yet Pot- 
libly might not be. Thus it is Poſſible, I 
may go to Rome, but'tisa thouland to one, 
I ſhall never come there ; and if ir Actually 
{o fall out, yet that does not take away the 
Poſſibility of going thither; for Learned 
Men ſay, * Multa futura eſſe qua non erunt, 
& multa poſſe fieri que non fient. On the 0- 
ther hand, ſomething will Actually ( that 
is certainly ) be done this day, which pol- 


ſibly might be deferr'd till to morrow : ///ud 
enim 
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enim poſſibrle eſt, quo poſito nullum ſequitur 
mconveniens. But all this perhaps will better 
appear from the conſideration of theſe Pars 
ticulars. 

1. An Event may be certain with reſpect 
unto God, which is not ſo tous; for nothing 
can be uncertain to him that is Omniſcient ; 
but to us, that know bur in part, almoſt 
every thing Future is ob{cur'd with ſome 
kind of ancertainty. 

2. An Event may be certain in it ſelf, on 
Suppolition of certain Cauſes; and yet lup- 
poling other Canſes, it wonld fall out quite 
otherwiſe. So that 

3. The certainty of afuture Event is ab- 
ſolute in reſpect of God, Hypothetical in 
reſpect of it ſelf, bat unknown or uncer- 
tain in reſpect of us. That is to ſay, it can 
never fo fall out, but that he who knows 
the whole train of Cauſesleading ro ir,muſt 
of neceſſity Foreknow it.But itis the Cauſes 
( not the Foreknowledge ) which make ir 
ro be what it is 3 which being ſuppoſed,the 
Effect certainly follows. Which Certainty 
extends not to us, who are ignorant of the 
Cauſes, Let us fee now, how this will ap- 
pear by inſtances, 

Suppole, the French King, before he dye, 
turns Proteſtant ; whether it ſo fall out or 
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not, God knows ; for ( as Solomon faith ) 
* The Kings heart 1s in the hand of the Lord, 
If Conviction or Intereſt oblige him to be- 
come a Proteſtant, the Effect will certainly 
follow ; but this is Hypothetical ; that is, 
upon Suppoſition of prevailing Cauſes and 
Motives it muſt follow. But to vs there can 
be nothing of Certainty, whilſt we are ig- 

' - norant of that Princes Intentions, neither - 
know how it may pleaſe God to work upon 
him hereafter. 

The Captivity of the Fews was certainly 
Foreknown unto God, and, together with 
a great Peſtilence foretold by the Prophet 
Feremiah, in a very remarkable and parti- 
cular manner: And afterwards, ſaith the 
Lord, I will deliver Zedekieh King of Ju- 
dah, and his Servants, and the People, and 
ſuch as are left in this City, from the Peſts- 
lence, from the Sword, and from the Famine, 
into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar K:ng of 
Babylon, azd into the hand of their Enemnes, 
&c. And he adds further, That their City 
ſhall be given into the hand of the King of 
Babylon, and he ſhall burn it with Fire, Yet 
the ſame Prophetis ſent to call them ro Re- 
pentance, to prevent even this very Capti- 
vity, and tells them, || 1f ye throughly amend 


your 
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your Ways and your Doings ; if ye throughly 
execute Fudement between a Man and his 
Neiobbuur ;, if ye oppreſs not the Stranger, 
the Fatherleſs and the Widdow, and ſhed not 
snnocent Blood mm this place, neither walk af- 
ter other Gods to your hurt ; then will 1 cauſe 
you to awell inthis place, in the Land that 
1 gave ts your Fathers, for ever ana ever. 
We lee here a reſerved Condition, and fair 
poſſibilicy of prevencing that Eminent Cap- 
tivity, ſo much noted in Scripture, and {o 
much Propheſied. God grant that we, by 
the ſame Method, may earneſtly endeavour 
to prevent another Captivity, which has 
(they lay ) been Propheſied too, and which 
ſeverely threatens England at this day. 

[ conclude with Adam's Tranſgreſſion, 
before-mentioned ; which was moſt cer- 
tainly Foreknown unto God, foraſmuch as 
'* Redemption by the Precious Blood of Chriſt 
was Foreordained before the foundation of the 
World ; and'tisno leſs certain, that Adam 
had Free Will, and Power to have perſiſted 
Innocent, which ſurely amounts at leaſt to 
a poſſibility of not travſgrefſing the Divine 
Command. And this conſideration alone is 
enough to anſwer the Objection, and to {i 
lence any Argument that can be oppoled in 
this matter. 
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I have now done ; the Ules I propound to 
my {elf from this Dilcourle are Special- 
ly theſe four : 1. To read the Scriptures [m- 
partially, and to value them Equaliy, upon 
the Account of that Sacred Authority | 
ſtampt upon the whole, and the Spiritthat | 
breaths in every part; not to build an Hypo- 

' = theſis upon ſome few ſingle Expreſſions, fur- 
ther than it may appear, to be conſentane- 
ous tothe integral Body of Truth contained 
therein. 2. In all myſterious Points, where. | 
in there appears a difficulty,either to affirm 
or deny, ſtill to adhere to thar fide which | 
hath the ſarer Evidence ; and wherein the | 
Word of God is clear and unqueftionable, | 
to eſteem that the ſtrongeſt Evidence of all; / 
and unto which all Arguments from humane 
reaſon, and even Mathematical Demon- 
ration, muſt yield ſubmiſſion. 3. Bur in 
ſuch matters, wherein there appears equal | 
Danger in both extreams, and wherein ma- 
ny Perſon have err'd on either hand; to 
take the M/DDLE W.AL, and walk in it, 
with tuch Caution and Moderation, as to be 
Friends wich them that tread not the very 

ſame ſteps, and always ready to ad mit any 
further diſcovery of Truth. 4. To repre- 
ſent the Ever-bleſted God, in the beſt man. | 


ner that may be thought, and moſi —_— 
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, | of fo glorious a Being, cloathed with all 
| PetfeCtion, Beauty and:Amiableneis ; not 
to-render him Monſtrous, like armed Pow-- 
, | ef without Benignity. 3 nor Contemptible. 
, | as an ignorant or defeCtiye. Deity ; batet- 
+ | peciallyto think-of him according. to.the 
.| Notices he hasgivenof himſelf in his reveal- 
| ed Will; and not to imagine, that- either- 
; his Eflence, ormany times, his Operations. 
| can ftoopto my lictle underſtanding, . 
| - 1 And if L were fitto pive Advice to others, , 
 |*:4t ſhould be this, that no Man preſume to. 
| | demoliſh-the Divine Attributes, and outot - 
the ruins thereof, to erect unto himſelf ſome- 
 } groundlels Fancy, which like a Caſtleinthe - 
| Air, hath nothing Solid to ſupport it 3 as it 
| God could not be juſt to.his Creatures with» 
| out being imperfect in himſelf; Neitherlet: 
| any Man ſtand diſmayed at the Conſiderati-. 
| on of the Fatal Period; as if God could not . 
foreknow the Events of things, buteither- 
Divine Juſtice muſt be Arraign'd, or Man: 
Degraded to a Machine ; for ashe that doth - 
] Righteoulnels is Righteous,and by perſeve» 
rance therein ſhall-undoubtedly.-be happy 3. 
| to he that wilfully perfiſteth inevikdoing, is- 
Wicked; and without Repentance,muſt.ex»-. 
pect to be mſſerable. But as the former of. 
| thete. will look upon Divine Preſcience: as - 
K. the: 
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the Caule of his Happineſs ; ſo neither can 
the latter blame it, as any occalion of his | 
Miſery. 

Ler no Man think to arreſt Judgment, by 
adſurdly'charging his own Prevarications | 
upon Divine Perfection; as if a Man ſhould | 
urge, that becaute God is perfect in all his 
Attributes, he was therefore obliged to be | 
wicked 11 all his Actions; Who would not | 
bluſh at the 4mpudence and Abturdity of 
iluch a Plea? Preſcience is a Perfection which 
God cannot want and preterve his Divinity ; 
burro make it a Cauie of Mans Miſery,were 
to make it an imperfection. Ir is no lels el- 
ſential tothe Divine Nature than Omnipre- 
tence; and thoſe that will dare to Retort 
their wickedneſs upon God, may make this 
Attribute as Criminal as the other, For if | 
Men will not truſt God with the Foreknow- 
ledge of evil Actions, leſt that ſhould infer 
a neceſſity of inning, the next thing ( and 
with equal reaſon) will be to ſeclude Divine 
Preſence from the inſpection of wicked- 
neſs, leſt God ſhould that way become ac- 
ceſlary thereunto. If a naked Foreknow- 
- ledge of Evil, be any caule of it, why not 
actual Preſence at the Evil committed ? 

Bur the Scripture doth better inform us, 
concerning the Caules of good and — 
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of Mans Happinels and Infelicity, than che 
ſhallow reatonings of ſome Perions, who 
yet pretend to be wile above others. There 
we are taught, that Man's happinets depends 
upon the Grace of God in Chriſt [elus,free- 
ly offered to reatonable Creatures, and wil- 
lingly accepted by them. That the Soul,not 
by any blind fatality, bur by rational induce- 
ments and the ale of proper Means, being 
convinced ot the Evil and Danger of Sin,and 
oireCted the way to Salvation, is brought to 
iuch a Belief of che Goſpel, and ſuch a volun- 
tary Obedience thereunto,as may render the 
Perion 2cc-ptable with God throughtheme- 
rits of our Blefled Saviour; * /z= whom we 
have redemption through his blood, the forgive= 
neſs of our ſins, according t0 the riches of his 
Grace. 

And then the cauſe of Man's Sin and Mi. 
{ery doth conliſt, not in Divine Prelcience, 
bur in the Prevalency of Corruption and 
Tempration,ariling partly from an Original 
Taint, and partly trom a wilful Purſuit of ir- 
regular Appetite after the pleatures of lente; 
by which means,the Aﬀections being belot- 
red,and the heart hardened again(t Realons 
without, and Motions within, there is at laſt 
an inveterate and habitual Malignity brought 
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upon the Soul. * Bur let no man ſay when he is- 


tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot 


be tehpted with Evil, neither tempterh he any * 
man. But every man 1s tempted, whin'he tis | 


drawn away of his own Luſt and enticed, Jam. 
r. 13, 14+ 

Thele are ſuch cauſes of Good and Evil, 
that a diligent obſerver may eafily ſee and 
feel their Efficacy 5 but how a naked Preſci. 


ence ſhould operate, what others do,'l know - # 


not. -I can'by no means underſtand. But this 
F conclude for certain, that God is Righte- 
ous in all his ways, 'both with reſpect unto 
the caules of Good and Evil, and their Re- 
wards or Gonlequents. His Judgments witl 
one day appear to be according to Trath, 
withoutthe leaſt diminution of his other per- 
fetions; namely,+ Unto them that are con- 
zentions and obey not the Truth, but obey Vn- 
righteouſneſs, Indignation and Wrath ; but to. 
them who by patient continuance in 11 well dg- 
ing, ſeek for Glory and Honour and Immare 
rality, Eternal Life, Rom. 2. 7,8. © 


